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The Parish Council Office
Formby Library
Duke Street
FORMBY
L37 4AN
01704 395955
clerk@formby-pc.gov.uk
9 April 2024					 
Notice of Meeting
All members of the Council are hereby summoned to attend the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council, which will be held on Monday 15 April 2024 at 7pm at the Library, Duke Street, Formby.

Claire Jenkins

Claire Jenkins
Clerk to Formby Parish Council
Agenda

1.0 To receive Apologies and to approve apologies for absence for any Cllr who has submitted a valid reason. 
2.0 To Receive Declarations of Interest
				
3.0 To adjourn the meeting for the Public Forum  

4.0 Previous Minutes
4.1 To consider and approve the Minutes of the Meeting held on 18 March 2024.

5.0 Matters of Report from Previous Meetings – for information only

6.0 Chairman’s Report

7.0 Planning Applications – (available on Sefton Council’s website)

8.0 To Discuss and Resolve the following:
8.1 To approve the submission of a request to Sefton MBC for a lease on the land at the Professional 
Development Centre Park Road, to be maintained by the Parish Council as a playing field. Finance minutes refer.
8.2 To approve the Risk Assessment for 2024-25
8.3 To receive the programme of meetings for 2024-25
	
9.0 To approve Payments.  

10.0 To note the following Reports:
· Minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Group Meeting
· Minutes of the Environment Group Meeting
11.0 The date of the next meeting is Monday 13 May 2024. 







[bookmark: _Hlk139964170]FORMBY PARISH COUNCIL
MEETING OF THE ENVIRONMENT GROUP
Monday 8 April 2024

Present:		Cllrs:	Maria Bennett
Derek Baxter
Sandra Baxter 
				Karen Cavanagh
Yvonne Irving
Carol Richards
Mike Weild

 
In Attendance:		Claire Jenkins (Clerk)

1. Apologies for Absence
There were apologies received from Cllr Mercer.

2.0 Declaration of Interest
Cllr Richards declared an interest in Rights of Way and planning items. 

3.0 Minutes of the Previous Meeting and Matters Arising
3.1 The minutes of the meeting held on 4 March 2024 were approved.
3.2 Matters Arising

4.0 Environment Projects
4.1 Platinum Jubilee Park
The Clerk reported that the Advertisement consent application for the park sign has been submitted. 

4.2 Duke Street Park
The Clerk advised that the CCTV will not be installed this week due to the high winds forecast. A new date will be advised. 

4.3 Viking Statue
It was noted that the Pool Trust have not yet given permission for the statue to be relocated in the Pool grounds. 

4.4 Professional Development Centre Park Road
Members discussed making an application to Sefton Council asking for a lease for the old school playing fields and for the Parish Council to maintain this as a playing field. it is at present in the Local Plan for development of 15 houses, however the Liverpool Road site has seen an increase of 54 houses over the planned number using land previously set aside for open green space. It was agreed to put this to the next Parish Council meeting for a resolution. 

4.5 Pelican Crossings/ Traffic Calming Measures
Members discussed the speed of traffic around Formby and potential to introduce traffic calming measures and safety for pedestrians crossing the roads, particularly children going to school. Members agreed to consider which roads should be prioritised. It was noted that Sefton MBC only have funding for one pedestrian crossing per annum and that none of the areas in Formby would meet the threshold. This could only be achieved if the Parish Council provided the funding. 

4.6 Roundabout by Formby Station
The Clerk reported that one of the items on the police report advising on reducing ASB in the park and vicinity of the area, is to make changes to the island opposite the park and shops. At present this has sleepers and rocks that are used by youths to sit on and hang out in this location. The police report recommends levelling and replanting this area and so remove the seating making it less appealing as an area to hang out. It was agreed to enquire with Sefton Council if the Parish Council could make changes to this traffic island. 

5.0 Village Environment
5.1 Fencing Village Trees
Cllr Cavanagh reported that Cassidy’s are complaining about the tree outside their shop which is frequently used as dog toilet and dog owners not cleaning up. They have asked if we would consider putting up a fence around all the trees to prevent this. It was noted that the fencing around the old Chestnut trees was done following a specialist report to increase the longevity of those trees, which had been scheduled for felling. The tree pits had been made larger and additional mulch applied to provide greater nutrients for the old trees. This could not be done for all the village trees, the newer trees having much smaller tree pits. Members suggested putting on the bags to stop dogs peeing on the trees and a sign to encourage owners to pick up dog fouling. The Clerk will consult with the tree department at Sefton Council. 

5.2 Montague Road Gate 
It was reported that a site meeting has been agreed with the Senior Engineer Highways Development to look at the Montague Rd gate issue, as reported in the previous minutes. The resident who raised the concerns will also attend.
5.3 Felled trees
Cllr Richards agreed to talk to the tree department about whether any of the trees on land at Andrew’s Lane could be considered for a TPO. 

5.4 Volunteers for Village planting
Cllr Cavanagh reported that the U3A have a gardening group who meet in the village on Tuesday morning to do some light gardening tasks around the village and they are looking for some more volunteers to help them. It was agreed that this could be advertised on social media if firmer details are obtained. 

5.5 Request for posts and shrubs
A resident has emailed to say:” I have noticed that the parish council have put trees in Monks Drive. I have also noticed that further down Monks Drive a grass verge has received posts and small bushes. Is it possible for the same to be planted in the rest of Monks Drive. It would brighten up the area and alleviate the damage to the grass verges caused by people using them as a permanent parking area. Some grass verges are now just mud baths with no grass which is a shame as we need the greenery both in trees and grass.
Many thanks for the tree work you have done, it is much appreciated.”
It was agreed to draft a letter for the residents to ask for their views on putting posts on the remaining verges. 

6.0 Environment Budget
The net expenditure to date for maintenance is £0
Tree planting expenditure to date is £0 

7.0 Rights of Way
7.1 Footpath No.6
There has been no response from the Rights of Way officer regarding the blocked footpath. 
7.2 St Lukes Church Road
It was agreed to ask the Rights of Way Officer for an update. 

8.0 Any Other Business
Cllr Irving reported on the application for the Shorrocks Hill site, saying that the developer is wanting to remove the trees on one side of Lifeboat Road to make the road wider and install a pavement. It was noted that the Parish Council have submitted an objection to this application. 

9.0 Date of Next Meeting
The next meeting will be held on Monday 29 April 2024.


FORMBY PARISH COUNCIL
FINANCE AND GENERAL-PURPOSE GROUP MEETING
Wednesday 3 April 2024

Present:		Cllrs:	Dawn Brodie (Chair)
Derek Baxter
Sandra Baxter
				Maria Bennett
Dave Irving
Mike Weild
 
In Attendance:		Claire Jenkins (Clerk) 

				
1.0 Apologies for Absence
There were apologies received from Cllr Butler

2.0 Declaration of Interest
There were no declarations of interest.

3.0 Minutes of the Previous Meeting 
The minutes of the meeting held on 11 March 2024 were approved.

4.0 Financial Matters
4.1 Budget Monitoring and risk assessment
Members discussed the budget monitoring report to the end of March 2024. Members noted the risk assessment paper and agreed for this to go to the next meeting of the Parish Council for approval.
4.2 Financial Controls
Members noted the following charges:
1. Flagpole maintenance £695 + vat
1. New flag weight collar £46 + vat
1. Advertisement application fee £82.50
1. Room hire £50 deposit.
Members agreed the payment schedule for employment expenses for the year commencing 1 April 2024 to 31 March 2025 should continue the 6th of the month for the preceding months salary. 

5.0 Community Fund
No new applications.

1. Environment 
The Environment meeting has been rescheduled for the 8 April. Members noted that one of the barrier baskets has been knocked off the railings and the brackets are damaged. Two new brackets will be ordered. 
The Clerk reported that following the maintenance of the flagpole, it has been recommended to take remedial action on the rusted areas of the pole. Members discussed the flagpole at the library and agreed that an assessment was needed to advise on removal of rust around the hinge and brackets at the base and repainting of this section. 

1. Projects and Planned Expenditure
7.1 Newsletter
It was agreed to prepare the next newsletter for September. 
7.2 Pride of Formby – 2024
The Gild Hall has been booked for the 14 June for the Pride of Formby awards. Only a few applications have been received to date. Members discussed looking for sponsors for the event. 
7.3 Duke Street Park 
There was no further update on the Duke Street Park CCTV project or the railings project. 
7.4 PDC Park Road
Cllr Irving asked if he could put forward a motion to the next Parish Council meeting to request to lease the land at the Professional Development Centre on Park Road to maintain as a playing field. At present this is in the Local Plan for development of 15 houses, however, the Liverpool Road site has seen an increase of approximately 54 houses over the planned number, which are on the land formally earmarked for open space on this site. Members supported this motion. 

1. Planning/Legal Issues
1. Gardner Road – application for 2m high fence refused.
1. Land raising at the Morris Homes site was discussed and the potential overlooking issues into the neighbouring gardens on Monks Drive. Residents have said that the parking area means that car headlights are beaming directly into bedroom windows. Members discussed obtaining advice on whether this can be called in to the Secretary of State. 
1. It was noted that the padel court at Rosemary Lane tennis and sports club has been approved subject to a decibel survey.

9.0 Any Other Business
It was noted that a resident has requested posts and shrubs to be installed on Monks Drive. There are posts and shrubs on Monks Drive that have been installed by the Ward Cllrs and a resident has asked for this to be extended to prevent cars parking on the grass verges. 
 
10.0 Date of Next Meeting
Wednesday 1 May 2024 at 5pm. 



Members of the press and public are welcome to attend
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