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The Parish Council Office
Formby Library
Duke Street
FORMBY
L37 4AN
01704 395955
clerk@formby-pc.gov.uk
9 July 2024					 
Notice of Meeting
All members of the Council are hereby summoned to attend the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council, which will be held on Monday 15 July 2024 at 7pm at the Library, Duke Street, Formby.

Claire Jenkins

Claire Jenkins
Clerk to Formby Parish Council
Agenda

1.0 To receive Apologies and to approve apologies for absence for any Cllr who has submitted a valid reason. 
2.0 To Receive Declarations of Interest
				
3.0 To adjourn the meeting for the Public Forum  

4.0 Previous Minutes
4.1 To consider and approve the Minutes of the Meeting held on 17 June 2024.

5.0 Matters of Report from Previous Meetings – for information only

6.0 Chairman’s Report

7.0 Planning Applications – (available on Sefton Council’s website)

8.0 To Discuss and Resolve the following:
8.1 To receive written applications for the office of Parish Councillor on Harington Ward and to co-opt a candidate to fill the vacancy on the Parish Council.
8.2 To receive written applications for the office of Parish Councillor on Ravenmeols Ward and to co-opt a candidate to fill the vacancy on the Parish Council.
8.3 To approve the grant application from the St Luke’s Scout Group for a grant towards the installation of solar power to the scout hut. 
8.4 To note the expenditure for two new office chairs of £372 plus vat.
8.5 To approve the extension of the maintenance contract to include the planting up of the top two tiers of the three tier planters and to increase the maintenance visits by 4. (Environment minutes refer).
8.6 To approve the expenditure of £10,000 contribution to the railings for Duke Street Park, pending confirmation of the quotes obtained by Sefton Council. 
	
9.0 To approve Payments.  

10.0 To note the following Reports:
· Minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Group Meeting
· Minutes of the Environment Group Meeting
11.0 The date of the next meeting is Monday 16 September 2024. 
FORMBY PARISH COUNCIL
MEETING OF THE ENVIRONMENT GROUP
Monday 1 July 2024


Present:		Cllrs: 	Derek Baxter
				Sandra Baxter
				Yvonne Irving
				Mike Weild
In Attendance:		Claire Jenkins (Clerk)

1.0 Apologies for Absence
There were apologies received from Cllrs Cavanagh, Mercer, and Richards.

2.0 Declarations of Interest
There were no declarations of interest declared.

3.0 Minutes of the Previous Meeting and Matters Arising
3.1 The minutes of the meeting held 3 June 2024 were approved.

4.0 Environment Projects
4.1 Platinum Jubilee Park
Cllr Wield reported that there are several weed trees to be removed, which will otherwise affect the growth of the new trees planted. 
4.2 Duke Street Park
It was reported that part of the hedgerow on Duke Street was cut down by travellers on the park. Sefton MBC have been notified. It was further reported that on Cambridge field the travellers cut down one of the wooden bollards to gain access to the field.
4.3 Viking Statue
Members noted that Huys Grey who have agreed to transport the Viking sculpture free of charge. We are now awaiting a quote for the plinth and installation of the sculpture. 
4.4 Professional Development Centre, Park Road
The Clerk advised that there has been no response from Sefton Council regarding our request for the field to be leased to the Parish Council. 
4.5 Pelican crossings/traffic calming measures
Awaiting results of traffic survey by Sefton Council. 
4.6 Roundabout by Formby Station
The Clerk reported that Highways have identified that the roundabout is within their grass cutting contract and they will investigate with the contractor why this has not been maintained. It was agreed to look at the possibility of a joint project with the Ward Councillors to look at a redesign of the shrubbery/planted area on the roundabout.

5.0 Village Environment
5.1 Memorial Garden
Cllr Wield reported that the fence has been repaired around the memorial garden.
5.2 Montague Road Gate
The Clerk reported that the Rights of Way Officer has received a response from the British Horse Society. Their comments were helpful and positive but whilst they are not against the possibility bollards or barriers, they have indicated that any restriction proposed must not inhibit a horse riders’ ability to safely manoeuvre. They have explained what this entails and rights of way are currently reviewing this to ascertain whether there is scope for a barrier. Sefton’s design team will look at this and see what options are available.
5.3 Jimmy Lowe Statue
Cllr Irving reported that the sculpture of Jimmy Lowe was removed by the National Trust as it was rotted. The Granddaughter of Jimmy Lowe said the torso of the sculpture is okay, but the legs have rotted. She has asked the National Trust to replace the sculpture but without success. She is now asking for Formby Parish Council to help with negotiations to replace the sculpture and reinstate on the Asparagus Trail. Cllr Weild will raise this at the next Stakeholder meeting.
5.4 Stocks and Cross at St Luke’s Church 
Original cross was wooden, and it was encased in lead to preserve it, but which caused the arms to droop down. This was subsequently listed as a grade 2 historic monument. Cllr Irving reported that the base steps is the main thing that needs to be preserved. The Stocks are also a heritage asset but are decaying. It was agreed to take advice. Cllr D Irving will approach English Heritage and MEAS to ask for an opinion. 

6.0 Environment Budget
Expenditure to date for maintenance is £5,013.62.
Tree planting expenditure to date is £9,960.60.

7.0 Rights of Way
7.1 Footpath No. 6
It was reported that there is no improvement work to date. Members asked whether the landowner has been given a date to clear the path and what steps will be taken if they do not act?

8.0 Any Other Business
8.1 Report from LNRS Meeting
Cllr Irving reported following the meeting that Natural England and MEAS are looking for sites for nature recovery.
8.2 Trees
Following the resident enquiry, the Clerk has contacted the trees department to ask if the 10 Birch Trees on Kirklake Road are under warranty as they are dead. A response is awaited. 
Cllr Wield asked if the Kings Road are under warranty as these are dead and need replacing. 
8.3 Members noted that the Rimmers Avenue Footpath (Bridlepath leading to Mary Bowlers to Montague Road) is impassible at certain times of the year due to mud.
To the right of footpath is Clarance House playing fields and members asked are there any plans to improve the footpath as part of Section 106? Could it be a planning condition? Improvements to footpath network as part of developments generally? The Clerk will forward the questions to the Rights of Way team for consideration. 
8.4 Liverpool Road traffic queues
Members noted the traffic queues on Liverpool Road and asked is there a standard policy on timing of traffic lights.
8.5 Autumn planting
The Clerk reported that at a meeting with the contractor and Cllr Wield, it was discussed to extend the contract to include planting up the top two tiers as well as the bottom tier and having 4 winter maintenance visits would help to stop the growth of weeds. Members agreed to this and noted a quote has been requested. 

9.0 Date of Next Meeting
The next meeting will be held on Monday 2 September 2024.



FORMBY PARISH COUNCIL
FINANCE AND GENERAL-PURPOSE GROUP MEETING
Wednesday 3 July 2024


Present:		Cllrs: 	Derek Baxter/Dawn Brodie
				Maria Bennett
				Jill Butler
Dave Irving
				Mike Weild

In Attendance:		Claire Jenkins (Clerk)

1.0 Apologies for Absence
There were apologies received from Cllr S Baxter.

2.0 Declarations of Interest
There were no declarations of interest declared.

3.0 Minutes of the Previous Meeting 
3.1 The minutes of the meeting held 5 June 2024 were approved.

4.0 Financial Matters
4.1 Budget Monitoring and risk assessment
Members noted the budget monitoring report for July.
4.2 Financial Controls
Expenditure for two new office chairs was noted.
The Clerk reported that the Audit is with PKF Littlejohn, who are the external auditor. 
The Clerk advised that we are awaiting the new office lease paperwork from Sefton MBC.

5.0 Community Fund
5.1 members received an application from St Luke’s Scout Group who are looking to replace the electricity grid with a solar power system. They are asking for a grant of up to £500. Members asked questions including:
Have you costed this? Have you got funding from elsewhere? What is the total cost? Is there gas heating?
Pending answers to the questions this will be considered by the Parish Council at the July meeting. 

6.0 Environment Budget
6.1 Viking Sculpture – awaiting costs for the plinth and installation of the sculpture.
6.3 additional costs to extend the planting to include the top two tiers of the three tier planters and four additional maintenance visits. It was noted that the Clerk has forwarded a draft schedule of tasks for the contract renewal process which members have been asked to comment on. Members asked to include a timescale for the planting to be completed.

7.0 Projects and Planned Expenditure
7.1 Newsletter
The next newsletter will be done in October/November. 
7.2 Pride of Formby
The revised date for the Pride of Formby awards evening is Friday 4th October.
7.3 Platinum Jubilee Park
Following confirmation of planning permission we are awaiting the revised cost of the sign.
7.4 Duke Street Park Railings
The Clerk reported that Sefton Council have obtained three quotes for the fencing. Further detail has been requested. 
7.5 PDC Park Road
Still awaiting response from Sefton regarding lease request for PDC.
7.6 Traffic monitoring survey
Awaiting results of traffic surveys being undertaken.

8.0 Planning/Legal Issues
8.1 Padel Court Objection
Cllr Irving reported that the Stage 2 complaint submitted was not upheld. He is now looking at the next stage complaint. 

9.0 Any Other Business
Cllr Irving stated that with no local newspaper and news items now on social media, it is difficult for people who do not use social media to know what is going on in the community.

10.0 Date of Next Meeting
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 4 September 2024.

Members of the press and public are welcome to attend
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