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The Parish Council Office
Formby Library
Duke Street
FORMBY
L37 4AN
01704 395955
clerk@formby-pc.gov.uk
10 September 2024					 
Notice of Meeting
All members of the Council are hereby summoned to attend the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council, which will be held on Monday 16 September 2024 at 7pm at the Library, Duke Street, Formby.

Claire Jenkins

Claire Jenkins
Clerk to Formby Parish Council
Agenda

1.0 To receive Apologies and to approve apologies for absence for any Cllr who has submitted a valid reason. 
2.0 To Receive Declarations of Interest
				
3.0 To adjourn the meeting for the Public Forum  

4.0 To receive written applications for the office of Parish Councillor on Harington Ward and to co-opt three candidates to fill the vacancies on the Parish Council.

5.0 Previous Minutes
5.1 To consider and approve the Minutes of the Meeting held on 15 July 2024.

6.0 Matters of Report from Previous Meetings – for information only

7.0 Chairman’s Report

8.0 Planning Applications – (available on Sefton Council’s website)

9.0 To Discuss and Resolve the following:
9.1 To approve the grant application from the St Luke’s Scout Group for a grant towards the installation of solar power to the scout hut. 
9.2 To authorise for the Clerk to sign the tenant declaration accompanying the lease for the office premises at Formby Library.
9.3 To authorise for two Councillors to sign the lease and the Clerk as witness to the signatures, in accordance with Standing Orders, to renew the lease on the office premises at Formby Library.
9.4 To approve the quote for the plinth and installation of the Viking Sculpture of £1168 plus vat, at the Formby Pool gardens. 
9.5 To receive the External Auditor Report for the period 1 April 2023 to 31 March 2024 and to note that there were no matters brought to the attention of the Parish Council. 
9.6 To approve the service contract with Sefton Arc for the CCTV at Phillips Lane at a cost of £300 plus vat per annum.
9.7 To approve the cost of a 25’ Christmas tree which is estimated to be £1,039 plus vat to include delivery, installation and removal.
9.8 To approve the installation, testing, storage and removal of the lights, star and fence for the real Christmas tree of £825 plus vat.
9.9 To approve a budget for the Christmas hampers for families in need.
9.10 Pursuant to Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (admission to meetings) Act 1960 it is resolved that because of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, the public and press leave the meeting during consideration of items 9.11 and 9.12.
9.10 To receive quotes and appoint a grounds maintenance contractor for the period 1 April 2025 to 31 March 2028.
9.11 To receive quotes and appoint a Christmas lights contractor for the period 1 October 2024 to 31 September 2027.
	
10.0 To approve Payments.  

11.0 To note the following Reports:
· Minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Group Meeting
· Minutes of the Environment Group Meeting
12.0 The date of the next meeting is Monday 21 October 2024. 


FORMBY PARISH COUNCIL
FINANCE AND GENERAL-PURPOSE GROUP MEETING
Wednesday 4 September 2024


Present:		Cllrs: 	Colin Appleton
Derek Baxter
				Sandra Baxter
Dawn Brodie
				Maria Bennett
				Jill Butler
Dave Irving
				Mike Weild
				Paul Wiencke

In Attendance:		Claire Jenkins (Clerk)

1.0 Apologies for Absence
There were no apologies received.

2.0 Declarations of Interest
There were no declarations of interest declared.

3.0 Minutes of the Previous Meeting 
3.1 The minutes of the meeting held 3 July 2024 were approved.

4.0 Financial Matters
4.1 Budget Monitoring and risk assessment
The Clerk presented the budget monitoring report for September and members noted the expenditure was as expected at this point in the year. 
Members noted the estimated expenditure for the Christmas light switch on event which is within the budget approved by the Council.
It was noted that the grounds maintenance contract is due for renewal and quotes will be presented at the next Parish Council meeting.

4.2 Financial Controls
Members received the new model financial regulations and agreed to review the document for discussion at the next meeting.
4.3 Audit
The Clerk reported that the external auditor has completed their review of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return, and no action is required to be taken at this time.
4.4 Office Lease
it was noted that the lease for the office has been received and this will be on the next Parish Council agenda for approval to sign this.

5.0 Community Fund
5.1 St Luke’s Scout Group. 
Members reviewed the application for funding for a solar powered system for the Scout Hut and agreed to recommend a grant of £550

6.0 Environment Budget
6.1 It was noted that the Environment Group are exploring the possibility of removing the old shrubbery and returfing the roundabout near the Formby station shops. 
6.2 Members reviewed the maintenance contracts, which will be awarded at the next Parish Council meeting. 

7.0 Projects and Planned Expenditure
7.1 Newsletter
It was agreed that the newsletter should be prepared with a space left for the Pride of Formby winners. If councillors have any items for the newsletter, please send them to Cllr D. Baxter.
7.2 Pride of Formby
Arrangements are in place for the Pride of Formby event which is being held on Friday 4th October.
7.3 Platinum Jubilee Park Sign
Members noted that the order for the park welcome sign has been placed.
7.4 Duke Street Park Railings
As detailed in the Environment minutes, it is not known whether the railings project will proceed.  
7.5 PDC Park Road
No further information was available.
7.6 Traffic monitoring survey
We are awaiting the results of the traffic survey conducted by Sefton Council.
7.7 CCTV Phillips Lane service contract
Sefton Ark have offered a service contract at £300 per annum to include to service visits. It was agreed to recommend this to the Parish Council.

8.0 Planning/Legal Issues
8.1 There were no planning items with a financial impact.

9.0 Any Other Business
9.1 It was noted that the Christmas Switch on event will be held on Thursday 21st November and quotes are being sought for the renewal of the contract for installation, decommissioning, testing and storing of the lights. 

10.0 Date of Next Meeting
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 9 October 2024.
FORMBY PARISH COUNCIL
MEETING OF THE ENVIRONMENT GROUP
Monday 2 September 2024


Present:		Cllrs: 	Derek Baxter
				Sandra Baxter
				Yvonne Irving
				Mike Weild
				Karen Cavanagh
				Paul Wiencke

In Attendance:		Claire Jenkins (Clerk)

1.0 Apologies for Absence
There were apologies received from Cllr Appleton.

2.0 Declarations of Interest
There were no declarations of interest declared.

3.0 Minutes of the Previous Meeting and Matters Arising
3.1 The minutes of the meeting held 1 July 2024 were approved.

4.0 Environment Projects
4.1 Platinum Jubilee Park
The Clerk reported that the order for the welcome sign has been placed.
4.2 Duke Street Park
The Clerk reported that Sefton council have received some notifications from residents that they do not want a fence along the Duke Street side of the park. Sefton will do a consultation to understand what the residents want and to ensure they have the facts before deciding. It was the police who asked for a fence to properly police ASB, which had become a frequent occurrence. They cannot police effectively with youths able to disappear through the hedgerow, which they can at present. The Parish Council has tried planting new hedgerow to fill the gaps, but this just gets trampled down and does not grow. There was also the incident of the travellers accessing the park through the hedgerow – they cut down a section this summer. The fence would have functioned as deterrent to this.
4.3 Viking Statue
The quote for the plinth and installation of the sculpture Is £1168 plus VAT. The quote for the sculpture to undertake the restoration will need to be revised as this is out of date. 
4.4 Professional Development Centre, Park Road
No further information was available.
4.5 Pelican crossings/traffic calming measures
Awaiting results of traffic survey by Sefton Council. 
4.6 Roundabout by Formby Station
The roundabout is now being maintained by Sefton highways. Members discussed whether to redesign the roundabout. It was noted that any design would need to be discussed with Sefton highways so that it does not increase their workload. 

5.0 Village Environment
5.1 Memorial Garden
It was noted that one of the trees needs pruning.
Councillor Kavanagh will liaise with Sefton council.
5.2 Montague Road Gate
The Clerk reported that the Rights of Way Officer has received a response from the British Horse Society and are reviewing the request for a bollard. It was noted that the ward councillors made this request.
It was noted that the lock on the gate is now operational, and it is the responsibility of residents to ensure that it is locked.
5.3 Jimmy Lowe Statue
Cllr Irving reported that the sculpture of Jimmy Lowe was removed by the National Trust as it was rotted. The Granddaughter of Jimmy Lowe said the torso of the sculpture is okay, but the legs have rotted. She has asked the National Trust to replace the sculpture but without success. Cllr Weild will raise this at the next Stakeholder meeting In September.
5.4 Stocks and Cross at St Luke’s Church 
Original cross was wooden, and it was encased in lead to preserve it, but which caused the arms to droop down. This was subsequently listed as a grade 2 historic monument. The old cross has subsequently been replaced with a modern cross. It was reported that the base steps are the main thing that needs to be preserved. They are thought to be several hundred years old and are reported by the Formby Civic Society to be an ancient monument of historic interest. The Stocks are also a heritage asset but are decaying. Cllr D Irving will approach English Heritage and MEAS to ask for an opinion. There was no further report on this. It was suggested writing to the church to ask if they have plans to restore the stocks and prevent further decay.

6.0 Environment Budget
Expenditure to date for maintenance is £5,617.57.
Tree planting expenditure to date is £9,960.60.

7.0 Rights of Way
7.1 Footpath No. 6
It was reported that there is no improvement work to date. It was noted that the landowner has not been given a date but that the rights of way officer was going to contact them again.

8.0 Any Other Business
8.1 Report from Nature Recovery Meeting
Cllr Irving reported the Refreshed Sefton Coast Nature Conservation Strategy is a project to help protect and improve the Sefton Coast and is funded by Natural England. The goal is to make the Sefton Coast better for the unique wildlife and for the people who live nearby and visit. The Nature Conservation Strategy wants to work with local groups, communities, and landowners to aim to make the Sefton Coast healthier. As part of this refresh, a series of free talks are running across Sefton over the next month. Councillors Irving and Irving attended one of the talks which was reported to be very informative.
8.2 Trees
Councillor Weild reported that there are six dead trees on Kirklake Rd not the ten as previously reported.
8.3 Members noted the U3A gardening group have been hoeing and removing weeds from the trees in the village and Redgate and top dressed in bark provided by the parish council. It is hoped the volunteers will continue to make these small improvements to the environment and it was noted that they may do some work at Harington Road shops next time. 

9.0 Date of Next Meeting
The next meeting will be held on Monday 7th October 2024.

Members of the press and public are welcome to attend
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