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The Parish Council Office
Formby Library
Duke Street
FORMBY
L37 4AN
01704 395955
clerk@formby-pc.gov.uk
14 January 2025					 
Notice of Meeting
All members of the Council are hereby summoned to attend the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council, which will be held on Monday 20 January 2025 at 7pm at the Library, Duke Street, Formby.

Claire Jenkins

Claire Jenkins
Clerk to Formby Parish Council
Agenda

1.0 To receive Apologies and to approve apologies for absence for any Cllr who has submitted a valid reason. 
2.0 To Receive Declarations of Interest
				
3.0 To adjourn the meeting for the Public Forum  

4.0 Previous Minutes
4.1 To consider and approve the Minutes of the Meeting held on 18 November 2024.

5.0 Matters of Report from Previous Meetings – for information only

6.0 Chairman’s Report

7.0 Planning Applications – (available on Sefton Council’s website)

8.0 To Discuss and Resolve the following:
8.1 To approve community fund application from the Civic Society for a £5000 grant to support the continuation of the Heritage Centre. (Finance minutes refer)
8.2 To approve a small grant for the purchase of rosettes for the VE day commemoration
8.3 To approve the budget for 2025-26 (Finance minutes refer)
8.4 To approve the precept for 2025-26 (Finance minutes refer)

	
9.0 To approve Payments.  

10.0 To note the following Reports:
· Minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Group Meeting
· Minutes of the Environment Group Meeting
11.0 The date of the next meeting is Monday 17 February 2025. 



FORMBY PARISH COUNCIL
MEETING OF THE ENVIRONMENT GROUP
Monday 6 January 2025


Present:		Cllrs: 	Derek Baxter (Chair)
				Colin Appleton
				Sandra Baxter
				Karen Cavanagh 
Dave Irving from item 5.1
Yvonne Irving from item 5.1
				Joe Riley
Mike Weild
				Paul Wiencke

In Attendance:		Claire Jenkins (Clerk)

1.0 Apologies for Absence
There were apologies received from Cllr Hunt.

2.0 Declarations of Interest
There were no declarations of interest.

3.0 Minutes of the Previous Meeting and Matters Arising
3.1 The minutes of the meeting held 4 November 2024 were approved.

4.0 Environment Projects
4.1 Duke Street Park
Formby Parish Council have been invited to attend meetings with Sefton Council to discuss future projects in the park and plans leading up to the 100-year anniversary. Cllr Cavanagh will be in attendance as a Ward Cllr. The Clerk will ask Sefton if Little Altcar Parish Council can attend the meetings as residents from Little Altcar use Duke Street Park. Cllr Appleton volunteered for Little Altcar and Cllr Weild volunteered for Formby Parish Council.
4.2 Viking Statue
Awaiting installation of the statue which should be completed in the next few weeks.
4.3 Christmas Lights switch on security
Cllr Wield expressed concern that following the tragedies at the Germany Christmas market and in New Orleans together with the implementation of Martins Law, we will need to look at the security of the Christmas Lights Switch On event. The Clerk will send the operation plan to members. We will ask advice from Sefton, the security firm and the Police for how to keep residents safe in the future. 

5.0 Village Environment
5.1 Jimmy Lowe Statue
The statue is currently in 2 parts due to water damage. An assessment of the statue will need to take place and an estimate for repairs. Cllr D Irving to write to National Trust and enquire if Formby Parish Council could take ownership of the statue. 
5.2 Stocks and Cross at St Luke’s Church 
Cllr D Irving wrote to English Heritage about the Stocks and the Cross in December to ask if they will advise on what is required to repair them. Members expressed concern that if they continue to deteriorate, they will no longer be a heritage asset.  A response is awaited.  
5.3 Chindit Memorial
No further updates.
5.4 Tree Planting
A list of areas for new trees has been distributed to the Cllrs and tree planting will commence when the weather allows.  A resident has requested a tree to be planted in Lingdales to replace a tree that has been vandalised, the Clerk has emailed Sefton to see if they can do this from their budget as our budget has been fully allocated this year.

6.0 Environment Budget
Expenditure to date for maintenance is £14,453.
Tree planting expenditure to date is £9,960.60.

7.0 Rights of Way
7.1 Footpath No. 6
No further updates.

8.0 Any Other Business
8.1 Village Trees
There are 22 trees on the Harington side of the village and 24 on the Ravenmeols side. Cllr D Irving has suggested measures to reduce the weeds and litter around the bases of the trees and will put forward a proposal to the Finance meeting.
8.2 Bills Lane
The first house on the right is building an extension and the builders appear to be encroaching on Bills Lane Park. A builders’ fence has been put up extending into the area formally fenced around the substation, with that fence pulled down. Cllr Cavanagh will speak to one of the Ravenmeols Cllrs and planning control regarding this.
8.3 National Trust
Cllr Wield reported that the old NT car park at Freshfield, which is due to be removed and re-used as the base for a new car park, is in fact the remains of the Harrington Barracks and may contain asbestos. Cllrs will ask at the NT meeting what measures are being taken to ensure the safety of those working on the site and the residents and adjacent users surrounding the site.

9.0 Date of Next Meeting
The next meeting will be held on Monday 3 February 2025.


FORMBY PARISH COUNCIL
FINANCE AND GENERAL-PURPOSE GROUP MEETING
Wednesday 8 January 2025


Present:		Cllrs: 	Colin Appleton
Derek Baxter
				Sandra Baxter
				Maria Bennett
Dawn Brodie (Chairman)
Jill Butler
Dave Irving
Paul Millington
				Joe Riley
				Mike Weild
				Paul Wiencke

In Attendance:		Claire Jenkins (Clerk)

1.0 Apologies for Absence
There were no apologies received.

2.0 Declarations of Interest
There were declarations of interest declared by Cllr Irving for item 5.1. who left the meeting for this item. 

3.0 Minutes of the Previous Meeting 
3.1 The minutes of the meeting held on 6 November 2024 were approved.

4.0 Financial Matters
4.1 Budget Monitoring and risk assessment
The Clerk sent out the monitoring report to the Cllrs.  
4.2 Draft Budget for 2025-26
Members discussed the draft budget. 
The budget recommended for next year allows for the increase in employers NI; the full year cost of a pension for our Administrative Assistant (who previously wasn’t offered a pension as she doesn’t earn enough to automatically qualify); insurance increase; subscription increases (Nalc subscription is based on the electorate number and the number of households is increasing); office lease increase; review of Neighbourhood Plan; agreed funding of all 3 tiers of planters for winter planting and agreed increase in specification for the roundabouts – see budget above for the full costs forecast for next year. 

We should always ensure that we have enough reserves for at least 6 months (preferably one year) running costs, as recommended for parish councils. 

The Finance Group also discussed the importance of ensuring that the residents are made aware that the precept is only spent in Formby and to advertise the work that has been achieved this year. 

Members are happy with the proposed budget. 
Members discussed the precept for 2025/2026 year and will recommend option 3 to full Council. 

5.0 Community Fund
5.1 Heritage Centre funding for 12 months
Members discussed funding for the Heritage Centre to stay open for the next 12 months and recommended an emergency grant of £5,000 to secure the Attic above Woodwards which has a rent and utility costs of £6,500. They have secured some funding from the Ward Cllrs. Members discussed helping the Civic Society to look at fundraising options to keep the centre open beyond 2025. Members agreed that the Heritage Centre has become a valuable community asset. 
5.2 Grant for Warm Spaces
At the last Parish Council meeting a couple of members asked about giving grants to organisations providing warm spaces. Members asked for a list of warm spaces in the area and what they provide before making any recommendation. 

6.0 Environment Budget
Members discussed the security at the Christmas Lights event in the future and the implementation of Martin’s Law. It was agreed that we will need to take advice for next year.  

7.0 Projects and Planned Expenditure
7.1 Newsletter
Cllr D Baxter will finalise the newsletter in early February to be distributed in March. Items to be added will be The Formby Heritage Centre, Christmas hampers that were distributed in December to families in need in the area, the budget and the Christmas lights switch on.
7.2 Duke Street Park Railings
The Clerk reported that the railings project will not go ahead, as Sefton Council have said that they don’t want further railings. There are plans for other projects within the park leading up to the 100th anniversary of the opening of the park and it was agreed that Cllr Weild will be the representative for Formby Parish Council for future meetings with Sefton Council to discuss plans for the Park.
7.3 Community Centre 
Members discussed the need for a community centre. The Ravenmeols community centre is now being fully used and wasn’t available for our hampers project this year. This was discussed during the Neighbourhood Plan process and would have been achievable if we had been given the CILS by Sefton Council, however Sefton withdrew that policy. It is suggested that an earmarked reserve could be allocated for a long-term project, with additional funding being allocated each year. Members discussed approaching Sefton to enquire about the Redgate community centre that has been closed for approximately 3 years due to the roof leaking. 
Cllr Bennett asked if we could take over the Redgate Community Centre which has been closed for a while to turn it into a Community Centre. The Clerk will contact Sefton Council and ask if we can have a look at the centre with a view to having this transferred to the Parish Council for a nominal rent. 
7.4 Chindit Memorial
The current memorial is on the side of an electrical building and plans to move it to a more suitable location were shelved during Covid. Cllr Irving has picked this up again and is awaiting responses to emails he has sent.
7.5 Jimmy Lowe Sculpture
The statue is suffering water damaged in the lower half and is stored at the National Trust. The National Trust has said that we can take ownership of the statue if we pay for repairs. An estimate for repairs is required before any decisions are made.
7.6 Stocks and Cross in St Luke’s cemetery
The stocks and cross are in need of repair. Cllr Irving will write to English Heritage to see what they can do.
7.7 Tree Pits in Formby Village
The tree pits are full of weeds and rubbish. Cllr Irving proposed a scheme to cover the tree pits to enhance the area and will get costings.

8.0 Planning/Legal Issues
8.1 An extra windfall house at 81 Freshfield Road
8.2 Sainsburys Local planning application at the old gym on Liverpool Road. 

9.0 Any Other Business
9.1 Formby Community gardening group have asked for some money for bulbs to be planted in the village. They cleared one of the alleyways in the village and discovered a small boarder which they would like to plant them there. Members agreed that a small sum could be allocated. 

10.0 Date of Next Meeting
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 5 February 2025.




Members of the press and public are welcome to attend
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