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The Parish Council Office
Formby Library
Duke Street
FORMBY
L37 4AN
01704 395955
clerk@formby-pc.gov.uk
12 May 2025							 
Notice of the Annual Meeting of Formby Parish Council
All members of the Council are hereby summoned to attend the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council, which will be held on Monday 19 May 2025 at 7pm at the Library, Duke Street, Formby.

Claire Jenkins

Claire Jenkins
Clerk to Formby Parish Council
Agenda

1.0 To elect a Chairman for 2025-26, who will then sign the “Declaration of Acceptance of Office”.

2.0 To elect a Vice Chairman for 2025-26, who will then sign the “Declaration of Acceptance of Office”.

3.0 To receive Apologies 
      To resolve to approve apologies for absence for any Cllr who has submitted a valid reason for absence. 

4.0 To Receive Declarations of Interest 

5.0 To adjourn the meeting for the Public Forum  

6.0 Previous Minutes
6.1 To consider and approve the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on 14 April 2025.

7.0 Matters of Report from Previous Meetings – for information only

8.0 To receive the retiring Chairman’s Annual Report

9.0 To appoint representatives to the following:
· National Trust Stakeholder Meeting
· Merseyside Association of Local Councils (MALC)

10.0 To agree Cllrs role in respect of:
· Finance and General Purposes Group
· Environment Group
· Planning
· Raising and Lowering of the flags
· Fertilising and weeding of Village trees
· Newsletter
· To organise a Friends of Platinum Jubilee Park Group

11.0 Annual Return
11.1 To receive the Internal Auditors Report 
11.2 To approve the annual governance statement section 1 
11.3 To approve the accounting statements section 2 
11.4 To note the dates set for the exercise of public rights: Tuesday 3 June to Monday 14 July 2025

12.0 Planning Applications – (Sefton’s weekly list email, also available on Sefton Council’s website)
13.0 To Discuss and Resolve the following:
13.1 To approve the quote for the renewal of the Insurance at £2441.46 including vat
13.2 To approve the Risk Assessment for 2025-2026
13.3 To approve the payment dates for staff salaries for the year to 31 May 2026.
13.4 To approve the schedule of meeting dates for the year to 31 April 2026.

14.0 To approve Payments.  

15.0 To note the following Reports:
· Minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Group Meeting
· Minutes of the Environment Group Meeting
16.0 The date of the next Ordinary meeting is Monday 16 June 2025. 



[bookmark: _Hlk195001080]FORMBY PARISH COUNCIL
MEETING OF THE ENVIRONMENT GROUP
Monday 28 April 2025


Present:		Cllrs: 	Derek Baxter (Chair)
				Colin Appleton
				Karen Cavanagh
				Yvonne Irving
				Joe Riley
				Mike Weild
				Paul Wiencke
				

In Attendance:		Claire Jenkins (Clerk) and Helen Duerdon (Sefton CVS Training)

1.0 Apologies for Absence
There were apologies received from Cllr S. Baxter

2.0 Declarations of Interest
There were no declarations of interest.

3.0 Minutes of the Previous Meeting and Matters Arising
3.1 The minutes of the meeting held 31 March 2025 were approved.

4.0 Environment Projects
4.1 Duke Street Park
Cllr Cavanagh updated Cllrs on the progress and ideas that have been made:
· It was noted that they are in discussions with Formby High School who are interested in doing a mural on the changing room walls.
· Looking at green options to make the lighting as environmentally friendly as possible, Cllr Weild suggested using the same company who installed the solar lights at the Platinum Jubilee Park on Lonsdale Road. There will be an area of the park to be kept in darkness for the wildlife.
· Padel and Tennis Courts; Bids have been submitted to the Council for the Padel Courts and Tennis Courts. 
· There is a suggestion of involving the school children in making some mosaics to go in the park. 
· Consultations are taking place for the pathway to be installed across the park by the wooded area. 
· Cllr Weild mentioned that there are 5 bushes in the planters in the village that are to be removed and suggested replanting them in the rose garden in Duke Street Park. There are plans to plant some new roses. 
4.2 Stepping Stones
The Friends of Duke Street Park have uncovered stepping stones around the trees near the rose garden. There are four different designs, and they may have been laid in 1956. While uncovering the stepping stones, they have found that some are missing, and others need repairing. Cllrs discussed creating some new ones with maybe some link to 100 years of the park being marked on the stones. It was agreed that we would investigate repairing the stones and commissioning some new ones. 

5.0 Village Environment
5.1 Jimmy Lowe Statue
There was no further update. 
5.2 Stocks at St Luke’s Church 
Cllr Cavanagh and the Clerk are meeting with Sefton Council’s Heritage Officer next week to discuss the best way forward. 
5.3 Chindit Memorial
Cllrs discussed the Chindit memorial and noted that the existing plaque was created by a resident who lives in Formby. Cllrs suggested options for the memorial. Suggestions included making the existing plaque bigger and following the VE Day events, the Tommy silhouette could be placed on the opposite wall to the plaque. Other suggestions to have the silhouette and plaque to be moved to the grassed area in front of the substation where the plaque is currently situated or keep the plaque where it is and have a memorial with information board placed at Harington Road shops directing people to the plaque. 
5.4 New planter proposal
Suggestion to install a 3-tier planter, funded by Little Altcar, under the Little Altcar sign on Liverpool Road. The Clerk has asked James Comish if it is feasible to do and it would be added to the planting schedule. Cllrs agreed that this would be a good addition to the planting schedule. 

6.0 Environment Budget
Expenditure to date for maintenance is £0.
Tree planting expenditure to date is £0.

7.0 Rights of Way
7.1 Footpath No. 6
[bookmark: _Hlk190081544]The landowner is in the process of putting the footpath in place. The Rights of Way Officer is happy with the progress and once the fence panels have been installed then it will be signed off. 

8.0 Any Other Business
8.1 Community Heritage Trail
Sefton Ward Cllr Helen Duerdon presented a draft leaflet for a Formby Community Heritage trail that they have designed. There are 2 walking routes with the option of additional trails for longer walks. Along the routes, 100 wooden hearts designed by Simon Archer with QR codes giving information about the area. The website and trails launch on 15 May. Leaflets will be found at the library, National Trust, train stations and cafes across Formby.
8.2 PDC Field
Members discussed taking over the field at PDC which has been allocated for 15 houses. The Clerk has written to Sefton but there has been no response. The field is currently used as an overflow carpark as the centre is at full capacity so this should protect the field from being developed into houses.
8.3 Christmas Hampers
Members suggested that we book the PDC as soon as possible for the Christmas Hampers. The Clerk will enquire if the centre is available week commencing 16 December, schools break for Christmas on 19 December.
8.3 Bracken Way Development
To start in June or July. The bypass speed will be reduced from 60mph to 50mph from the roundabout up to Woodvale.
8.4 Freshfield Station level crossing barriers
The barriers have been down for a while due to a reoccurring sink hole which needs to be repaired. A notice states that the works will be finished by 5 May. 
8.5 Christmas Lights Display
There was no power to the Christmas tree lights at the roundabout last year. The Clerk has asked Sefton Street Lighting to repair the power connection at the roundabout.
8.6 Alt Road 
A number of complaints have been received regarding residents and delivery companies cutting through the hedgerow between Priory Close and Abbots Way to gain access to the new houses. Cllrs asked if David Wilson Homes or Sefton can put in place a fence to stop this from happening. 
8.7 Edenhurst and Spruce Way parking restrictions
Members discussed that with the closure of the car park at Victoria Road; more street parking will occur. Residents have asked for single yellow lines in the area, with parking restricted between 10 and 5 from Easter to September. A consultation has been made with residents of Edenhurst and Spruce Way. A further consultation will take place in 18 months’ time to see what the residents think about the changes. Some residents want residents only parking and others don’t want any restrictions. Cllrs discussed this and suggested that if the roads closer to the woods are closed then cars will be parking further afield and push the problems elsewhere. Members asked if Sefton would undertake a wider consultation?

9.0 Date of Next Meeting
The next meeting will be held on Monday 2 June 2025.






FORMBY PARISH COUNCIL
FINANCE AND GENERAL-PURPOSE GROUP MEETING
Wednesday 30 April (May Meeting) 2025


Present:		Cllrs: 	Colin Appleton
				Maria Bennett
Dawn Brodie (Chairman)
Jill Butler
Dave Irving
Mike Weild
Paul Wiencke

In Attendance:		Claire Jenkins (Clerk)

1.0 Apologies for Absence
There were apologies received from Cllrs D Baxter, S Baxter and Riley.

2.0 Declarations of Interest
There were no declarations of interest declared.

3.0 Minutes of the Previous Meeting 
3.1 The minutes of the meeting held on 2 April 2025 were approved.

4.0 Financial Matters
4.1 Budget Monitoring and risk assessment
The Clerk presented the budget monitoring report and members noted the expenditure for the first month.

4.2 Financial Controls
4.2.1 The Clerk gave members a breakdown of the costs for VE Day 80th Anniversary events: 
· VE Day Tea Dance at the Gild Hall – room hire £200, hire of tea pots, urns, trolleys and mugs £350 and DJ £270, the food for the event will be bought on Wednesday, with an estimate of £650 
· VE Day Picnic in the park – Temporary Events Licence fee £21, Marquee hire £628, £200 singer, people counter £9 and DJ £270
· Both events - display boards £168, flags and bunting £122, WWII soldier £200.
· brochure £900
4.2.2 The Clerk has requested a new voice recorder for meetings which can be rechargeable and include headphones. Cllr Weild will look for a recorder of a similar specification to the current one that we have which will pick up voices from a distance and send options to the Clerk. A budget of £100 has been recommended.

5.0 Community Fund
There were no new applications to discuss. 

6.0 Environment Meeting
Members noted the proposed projects under discussion which would have a financial impact including:
· Memorial for VE Day 80
· Stocks at St Luke’s Church
The Clerk and Cllr Cavanagh are meeting with the Heritage Officer next week to assess the Stocks
Other potential projects yet to be costed include:
Improvements to footpaths – project paused until the weather turns again to assess the footpaths.
Improvements to festive lights – no further updates
Chindit Memorial – suggestions for different proposals for the site. The Environment Group will cost up proposals for the next meeting.

7.0 Projects and Planned Expenditure
7.1 Newsletter
This has been published and distributed with the May edition of the Trader. 
7.2 Duke Street Park 
Cllr Appleton reported that a further meeting was held with the Ward Cllrs and Sefton Council and that discussions are still ongoing regarding the project for Duke Street Park. Sefton Council have confirmed that they are going to remove the mounds by the toilet block and fill in the gaps in the hedgerow. The no further updates on resurfacing of the tennis courts and installing the padel courts. Reopening the toilet block and convert to café kiosk to be named after Sykes family who donated the park to Formby. The suggestion of replacing the park signs and including some information regarding the history of the park and making this part of a heritage trail is being considered. The suggestion of festoon lighting through the trees was not met with enthusiasm by the Green Sefton Team as it was felt that this would interfere with roosting birds and other wildlife. Improvements to the Rose Garden pathways and planting of more rose bushes.
7.3 VE Day booklet 
Cllr Irving has collated the information for this which has gone to the printer. 
7.4 VE Day events
The VE Day events are all going ahead as planned.

8.0 Planning/Legal Issues
Members noted that the drainage experts have not reported yet on the proposed employment site. The Clerk will follow this up. 

9.0 Any Other Business
There were no other items.

10.0 Date of Next Meeting
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 4 June 2025.

Members of the press and public are welcome to attend
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