[bookmark: _Hlk195001080]FORMBY PARISH COUNCIL
MEETING OF THE ENVIRONMENT GROUP
Monday 1 September 2025


Present:		Cllrs: 	Derek Baxter (Chair)
				Colin Appleton
Karen Cavanagh
Joe Riley
				Mike Weild
				

In Attendance:		Claire Jenkins (Clerk) 

1.0 Apologies for Absence
There were apologies received from Cllr S Baxter. It was noted that some Cllrs had difficulty joining the online meeting. 

2.0 Declarations of Interest
There were no declarations of interest.

3.0 Minutes of the Previous Meeting and Matters Arising
3.1 The minutes of the meeting held 7 July 2025 were approved.

4.0 Environment Projects
4.1 Duke Street Park
The group discussed updates on the Duke Street Park project, including the announcement of the padel courts contract. Cllr Cavanagh reported that Sefton Council officers would be assigned to oversee different aspects of the park project, such as paths, the rose garden, and hedge repairs. Members discussed a mural project for the changing room wall, with estimates being prepared by a sessional artist at Formby High School. Cllrs discussed inviting Range High School to be involved with this or another project in the park and this would be put forward to the next Steering Group meeting. The next Steering Group meeting will take place on 3 September 2025. 
4.2 Harington Road Shops 
Cllr Cavanagh reported that she has approached the agents for the landowners to address issues regarding abandoned vehicles and rubbish. She has recently contacted them to ask permission to install a planter.
4.3 Stocks and Cross at St Luke’s Church
The Clerk has contacted 3 companies from the approved list to obtain quotes for the repair to the base of the Cross and the refurbishment of the stocks, however, there has been no response. The Clerk will contact the Heritage Officer for advice on how to proceed. 
4.4 Chindit Memorial
Cllr Baxter reported that Cllrs held discussions with a representative from the Chindit Society organisation to discuss a memorial. It was noted that the National Chindit Organisation plans to present a plaque acknowledging the mules used by the Chindits, which could be included on the memorial. Cllr Wield is attending a meeting with a stonemason to discuss designs and obtain some provisional estimates. The Clerk will check the budget and raise this at the Finance meeting, which will need to include the cost of a planning application.  
4.5 Lonsdale Road planting enhancement
Cllr Wield advised that due to the shade of the trees and the dry soil conditions, not many plants would survive in the area next to the fence. He suggested using mulch with ferns and hostas. The Clerk will ask James Comish which plants would be the best to go there. It was noted that not all of the tree ties have been replaced, and the garden waste is still on site at the fence by Marks and Spencer. 

5.0 Village Environment
5.1 Tree Pits
The tree pits in the village need mulch adding to them, lower branches sprouting from the trees need to be removed, and the weeds and litter needs to be removed. Cllr Cavanagh reported that the gardening volunteers’ group have been repainting the posts and the chains around the post office and would be happy to help tidy up the tree pits. Cllr Cavanagh also reported that the village has been sprayed with weed killer so it might be worth waiting until the weeds have died off before starting the works. Cllr Cavanagh reported to Sefton Tree department a dead tree outside Carla Lane shop and a loose branch hanging from the tree opposite. It was suggested that the trees are replaced along with a tree that was removed earlier on in the year from outside Derbyshires.  
5.2 Request for time limited parking at Kings Road shops.
The Clerk spoke with Highways at Sefton Council, and they do not have time to do a survey of the shop owners and residents who live in the area as this would affect them. 
5.3 Request for gated access to park from tennis club
Members considered the request but agreed that if the existing 3-metre-high fencing surrounding the tennis courts was extended around the Padel Court this could stop the balls from going over the fence. Concerns were raised that the tennis club users would use the gate as a shortcut to the club and that balls would go in the wildflower beds and be trampled by people looking for lost balls. It was recommended not to approve the installation of a gate.  
5.4 Fence around artificial Christmas tree on roundabout
Members suggested a more decorative barrier be installed around the roundabout. The Clerk will ask for a quote.
5.5 Bins and cleansing
No update

6.0 Environment Budget
Expenditure to date for maintenance is £0.
Tree planting expenditure to date is £0.

7.0 Rights of Way
There was nothing to report.
8.0 Any Other Business
8.1 Box Ball plants in village planters
James Comish is due to remove the box ball plants from the planters and replace them with Yews before the winter bedding is planted.
8.2 Marks and Spencer and Lux37
Complaints have been raised about the bins from Lux37 and dead plants in the planters outside of the bar. Cllr Cavanagh will speak to the owners about this. 
Wires are hanging down from the walkway outside of Marks and Spencer. Cllr Cavanagh will contact the landlord to ask them to fix this.
8.3 Three tier planters
The plants in the top level of the planters are struggling for water and most of the plants are dying off earlier than the lower larger tiers. It was suggested that maybe more water-resistant plants could be planted next summer, or water retention gels be added.
8.4 Planting on Chapel Lane roundabout.
Planting on the roundabout will be delayed until January due to the Christmas Tree being installed in November.

9.0 Date of Next Meeting
The next meeting will be held on Monday 6 October 2025.
