FORMBY PARISH COUNCIL
FINANCE AND GENERAL-PURPOSE GROUP MEETING
Wednesday 3 September 2025


Present:		Cllrs: 	Colin Appleton
				Derek Baxter
				Sandra Baxter
				Maria Bennett
Dawn Brodie (Chairman)
Jill Butler
Fraser Hunt
Dave Irving
Joe Riley
Mike Weild

In Attendance:		Claire Jenkins (Clerk)
Dympna Edwards from Compassion Acts (item 5.1 only)

1.0 Apologies for Absence
There were apologies received from Paul Wiencke.

2.0 Declarations of Interest
There were no declarations of interest declared. 

3.0 Minutes of the Previous Meeting 
3.1 The minutes of the meeting held on 9 July 2025 were approved.

4.0 Financial Matters
4.1 Budget Monitoring and risk assessment
The Clerk sent out the budget monitoring report to the Cllrs. It was noted that the budgets are on target. Members noted that we are still awaiting the invoices for the grounds work, planters and roundabouts. 
4.2 Financial Controls
The Clerk reported payments made in August for the usual bills from BT, salaries, rent and the grant for the Befriending scheme. 
4.3 Audit
The external Audit has been completed. No comments or recommendations have been put forward by the Auditor.

5.0 Community Fund
5.1 Junior Parkrun
Application has been received for the setup of a Junior Park run on Sunday mornings for £4,000 plus vat. They are now looking at Duke Street Park as the planned run at Formby Pool has not been approved. One off setup payment to Park run UK, timing and registration devices, PA equipment, signage, and training. Members asked if they have applied anywhere else for funding? Members agreed that the money can only be given if the parkrun is going to take place in Formby. It was agreed to put this forward to the next Parish Council meeting for a decision pending confirmation of the approval of a Formby Park venue. 
5.1 Compassion Acts Formby Space After School Club
Dympna explained that Compassion Acts, a poverty reduction charity, manages multiple projects including food banks, warm spaces, and family support services across Formby and Southport. She addressed Cllr Bennetts’ concerns about Compassion Acts funding by clarifying that the charity maintains reserves in accordance with Charity Commission guidance and detailed how the family space project provides essential support for families who struggle to access other provisions. Dympna assured members that funding would be strictly allocated to the family space project through dedicated budget lines, and explained that while the project is currently sustainable, they are actively seeking additional funding sources and have contingency plans in place for potential growth. Dympna explained that while the activity centre was considered for hosting their program, it was not viable due to lack of play equipment and storage space, unlike Lighthouse Church which already had existing resources. She clarified that their program typically attracts 25-30 members per week, with a maximum of 38, and noted that they initially ran the program during school holidays but shifted to after-school hours due to low attendance during holidays. Cllr D Brodie raised concerns about children's vulnerability during school holidays without school meals, and Dympna acknowledged this while noting that they would review the timing based on demand and explore options like changing the schedule or directing families to the food pantry. It was agreed to recommend the application to the full Parish Council meeting,
with stipulations to ensure the money stays within Formby and is spent on equipment, supplies, and volunteer training. 
5.3 Coding Club
The Clerk received an email requesting funding to set up a coding club in Formby Library for children. Members agreed to discuss it once an application has been received. 
5.4 Heritage Centre 
A request has been made from the Heritage Centre regarding an unexpected fire safety bill for a list of required fire safety improvements including items like door modifications, plasterboard installation, and signage, with total costs amounting to £1,000. Members have asked to see the fire safety report. Members noted that they have already received a grant from Formby Parish Council this year.

6.0 Environment Meeting
Members noted the proposed projects under discussion which would have a financial impact including:
· Stocks and Cross at St Luke’s Church – The Clerk has been in touch with 3 contractors from the approved contractors list, but so far, no response has been received. The Clerk will get back in touch with the Heritage Officer for assistance. Cllrs D Irving and Appleton will pass on details of contractors who may be on the list to the Clerk to contact.
· Chindit Memorial – Cllr Appleton has approached a supplier who make stone artifacts for a quote. A plaque has been donated by the Chindit Society to go on the monument. Cllr D Irving will apply for outline planning permission and Highways to install the monument at Harington Road shops. The Clerk noted that the Parish Council will get 50% off the planning application fee. It was decided to recommend reallocating the budget for the VE Day 80 memorial to the Chindit Memorial budget.
· Duke Street Park – A meeting took place today with Sefton, each section of the project has been allocated to a specific person. A tender has been successfully received for the padel court in Duke Street. A 15-year lease has been agreed. The existing tennis courts will be refurbished, jet washed, any cracks in the surface filled in and new tennis nets installed instead of being resurfaced. Cllr Weild expressed concerns about the conversion of tennis courts into padel courts, as the arrangement might favour private membership over public access. 

7.0 Projects and Planned Expenditure
7.1 Newsletter
The newsletter will be finalised this week with the printer for distribution at the beginning of November. 
7.2 Improvements to Festive Lights and Christmas tree 
The improvement to the Festive Lights are on track and members talked about improvements to the existing fencing around the roundabout.  
7.3 Christmas Hampers
Members agreed to pack the hampers 15 and 16 December. Cllr Irving will give the dates to the Methodist Church.

8.0 Planning/Legal Issues
8.1 West Lane
Cllr Baxter is looking into the piling justification and will consider a noise survey as the site is surrounded by houses. The trees at the back of the site are starting to be removed. The Clerk has been in touch with the trees officer to ensure that the trees backing on to St Anne’s Road are not removed.

9.0 Any Other Business
There were no other items.

10.0 Date of Next Meeting
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 8 October 2025.
