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The Parish Council Office
Formby Library
Duke Street
FORMBY
L37 4AN
01704 395955
clerk@formby-pc.gov.uk
Tuesday 14 October 2025					 
Notice of Meeting
All members of the Council are hereby summoned to attend the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council, which will be held on Monday 20 October 2025 at 7pm at the Library, Duke Street, Formby.

Claire Jenkins

Claire Jenkins
Clerk to Formby Parish Council
Agenda

1.0 To receive Apologies and to approve apologies for absence for any Cllr who has submitted a valid reason. 
2.0 To Receive Declarations of Interest
				
3.0 To adjourn the meeting for the Public Forum  

4.0 Previous Minutes
4.1 To consider and approve the Minutes of the Meeting held on 15 September 2025.

5.0 Matters of Report from Previous Meetings – for information only

6.0 Chairman’s Report

7.0 Planning Applications – (available on Sefton Council’s website)

8.0 To Discuss and Resolve the following:
8.1 To discuss the request to write to Sefton Council regarding the process for representation at the Planning Committee.
8.2 To approve a grant of £1,500 for Formby Library to expand their community gardening activities. 
8.3 To approve the purchase of two 3-tier planters for the area in front of Harington Road shops.
8.4 To discuss a suggestion to purchase of a small gift for the elderly residents attending the Luncheon Club Christmas party. 
8.5 To discuss the closure of the Gild Hall and the lease opportunity for a community centre.
8.6 To note that the casual vacancies for Harington Ward have been advertised.
 	
9.0 To approve Payments.  

10.0 To note the following Reports:
· Minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Group Meeting
· Minutes of the Environment Group Meeting
11.0 The date of the next meeting is Monday 17 November 2025. 



[bookmark: _Hlk195001080]FORMBY PARISH COUNCIL
MEETING OF THE ENVIRONMENT GROUP
Monday 6 October 2025


Present:		Cllrs: 	Derek Baxter (Chair)
				Colin Appleton
Sandra Baxter
Karen Cavanagh
				Mike Weild
				Paul Wiencke
				

In Attendance:		Claire Jenkins (Clerk) for part of meeting

1.0 Apologies for Absence
There were apologies received from Cllr Y Irving.  

2.0 Declarations of Interest
There were no declarations of interest.

3.0 Minutes of the Previous Meeting and Matters Arising
3.1 The minutes of the meeting held 1 September 2025 were approved.

4.0 Environment Projects
4.1 Duke Street Park
Cllrs Appleton, Cavanagh and Wield reported following the meeting on Duke Street Park and noted that the successful bidder is planning to convert two of the tennis courts into three padel courts. He will have a lease of 15 years. The remaining tennis courts will now be jet washed, cracks filled in, new nets and new lines painted, instead of a full refurbishment as originally hoped. The Lawn Tennis Association have been consulted over the refurbishment of the tennis courts and are happy with the proposal. The contractor would also like to take over one of the toilet blocks and reinstate the toilet facilities making them open to the public. There were no further updates on the two ladies who want to open up the toilet block as a café. There is no update on the hedgerow, Cllr Cavanagh has asked Green Sefton to proceed with this asap. The steering group have asked Formby High to run a competition to the sixth form students to create a mural on the gable ends of the changing rooms/bowling club. Sefton Council have estimate that it could cost up to £20,000 - £30,000 as they would need to get a professional artist/painter and scaffold etc and have asked if Formby Parish Council could fund this project.
4.2 Harington Road Shops 
Cllr Cavanagh reported she has now obtained permission from the agents who look after Harrington Road Shops with approval for a planter.
We have also been asked about a tree for the middle of the grassed area of the ground.
The group will need to liaise with the Chindit Working Group so that we don’t allocate the same space for the tree and memorial.
4.3 Stocks and Cross at St Luke’s Church
No further update. 
4.4 Chindit Memorial
Cllr Appleton has received a catalogue of memorials. He is also waiting to see the plaque that the Chindit Society is donating to see which memorial stone it could be set on. The Chindits Society will be presenting the plaque on 9 October.  
4.5 Lonsdale Road planting enhancement
Cllrs Appleton and Wield will meet with the term contractor to discuss the planting along the fence line. There are 5 trees without tree ties. There are a further 3 tree ties that need replacing. The wildflower meadow needs to the cut and the cuttings to be removed from site. 

5.0 Village Environment
5.1 Tree Pits
Cllr Cavanagh reported that the gardening volunteer group have been out and removed the branches and tidied up the tree pits. They have put fresh bark down around the trees. They are going to be clearing up at the back of the shops. 140 mixed daffodil bulbs have been planted in the memorial garden. They will be planting more bulbs around Formby.
5.2 Request for time limited parking at Kings Road shops.
No further update. 

6.0 Environment Budget
Expenditure to date for maintenance is £17,114.40.
Tree planting expenditure to date is £0.

7.0 Rights of Way
There was nothing to report.
8.0 Any Other Business
No other business. 

9.0 Date of Next Meeting
The next meeting will be held on Monday 3 November 2025.


FORMBY PARISH COUNCIL
FINANCE AND GENERAL-PURPOSE GROUP MEETING
Wednesday 8 October 2025


Present:		Cllrs: 	Colin Appleton
				Derek Baxter
				Sandra Baxter
				Maria Bennett
Jill Butler
Dave Irving
Joe Riley
Mike Weild
Paul Wiencke

In Attendance:		Claire Jenkins (Clerk)

1.0 Apologies for Absence
There were apologies received from Cllr D Brodie 

2.0 Declarations of Interest
Cllr D Irving declared an interest in The Luncheon Club (item 7.3).  

3.0 Minutes of the Previous Meeting 
3.1 The minutes of the meeting held on 3 September 2025 were approved.

4.0 Financial Matters
4.1 Budget Monitoring and risk assessment
The Clerk sent out the budget monitoring report to the Cllrs. The Clerk highlighted the project’s budget which is set at £40,000. To date we have only spent £3,921, though we have got various items planned, £5,000 for hampers, £3,000 for the conical tree on the roundabout and the spiral lights, £2,000 for the replacement of the catenary wire. There is the estimated cost of £1,800 to check the tree lights and replace the ones that are no longer working, and we are looking at enhancing the planting at Platinum Jubilee Park. Other projects are under discussion, including the Chindit Memorial and new planters at Harington Road shops. 
4.2 Audit changes
There has been a review of the National Audit process and next year there will be some changes. The Clerk will look through the document and provide the Cllrs with a summary of the changes that will affect the audit for 2025-2026. 

5.0 Community Fund
5.1 Formby Library
Formby Library Gardening Club request a £1,500 grant to expand their community gardening activities. The club plans to replace raised beds with higher ones for easier accessibility, provide compost, purchase tools, and offer training workshops with a beekeeper of horticultural experts. The group has successfully attracted new community members through events like apple pressing and took part in the Community Raise Bed section at the Southport Flower Show. Sefton Library Service have donated £300 to the group and Formby Rotary Club have donated 2 apple trees. Cllr Weild offering to provide gardening expertise and potentially attend a future meeting to explain soil-compost recommendations. The group recommended it to the full Parish Council meeting. 
5.2 Heritage Centre - update
A meeting is being arranged with the landlord to discuss this further before the next meeting. 

6.0 Environment Meeting
Members noted the proposed projects under discussion which would have a financial impact including:
· Stocks and Cross at St Luke’s Church – The Clerk has contacted the contractors that were recommended by Cllr Irving but there hasn’t been a response. 
· Chindit Memorial – Cllrs D Irving, Appleton, Baxter, Weild, Wiencke and Riley are meeting with the Chindit Society who are presenting us with a brass plaque for the memorial. 
· Duke Street Park – Concerns were raised about the cost and process of a mural project in Duke Street Park, with suggestions to propose alternative projects like creating a sensory garden in the rose garden or improvements to the children’s playground. The group agreed to write back to the council to express their concern at using precept funding for a mural project, but to consider refurbishing the children's playground area or rose garden area as a more appropriate use of funds.
· Platinum Jubilee Park planting enhancement – A meeting will be held next week with the term contractor to discuss the planting requirements.
· Harington Road Shops – permission has been granted for 3-tier planters to be installed on the pavement area, and it was agreed to recommend to the Parish Council to purchase 2 planters. Once a site has been agreed for the Chindits memorial, we can agree where to plant the tree. 

7.0 Projects and Planned Expenditure
7.1 Newsletter
The newsletter has been finalised and sent to the printers. It will be distributed at the end of October.
7.2 Improvements to Festive Lights and Christmas tree 
The Christmas Lights will be switched on 20 November. Cllr Bennett asked for volunteers to attend.  
7.3 Christmas Hampers
The Methodist Church has been booked to pack the hampers. The Clerk will look for boxes with handles. Cllr Bennett suggested also doing something for the elderly possibly gifting a box of chocolate to the elderly attending the Luncheon Club Christmas lunch. It was agreed to investigate this suggestion. 

8.0 Planning/Legal Issues
There were no planning/legal issues that require financial expenditure.

9.0 Any Other Business
9.1 The Gild Hall and St Jerome’s
The archdiocese are advertising the Gild Hall and St Jerome’s for lease. The rental cost for the Gild Hall is £40,000 per annum. 

10.0 Date of Next Meeting
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 5 November 2025.

Members of the press and public are welcome to attend
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