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The Parish Council Office
Formby Library
Duke Street
FORMBY
L37 4AN
01704 395955
clerk@formby-pc.gov.uk
Wednesday 12 November 2025					 
Notice of Meeting
All members of the Council are hereby summoned to attend the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council, which will be held on Monday 17 November 2025 at 7pm at the Library, Duke Street, Formby.

Claire Jenkins

Claire Jenkins
Clerk to Formby Parish Council
Agenda

1.0 To receive Apologies and to approve apologies for absence for any Cllr who has submitted a valid reason. 
2.0 To Receive Declarations of Interest
				
3.0 To adjourn the meeting for the Public Forum  

4.0 Previous Minutes
4.1 To consider and approve the Minutes of the Meeting held on 20 October 2025.

5.0 Matters of Report from Previous Meetings – for information only

6.0 Chairman’s Report

7.0 Planning Applications – (available on Sefton Council’s website)

8.0 To Discuss and Resolve the following:
8.1 To receive written applications for the office of Parish Councillor and to coopt 2 candidates to fill the vacancies. 
8.2 To discuss and approve a budget of £750 to purchase a small gift for the elderly residents attending the Luncheon Club Christmas party. 
8.3 To discuss and approve the submission of a letter to Sefton Council requesting transparency of information for the allocation of Section 106 developer contributions in the Formby area.
8.4 To discuss and approve the application for funding for the Heritage Centre lease for 2026 at a cost of £6,500. 
8.5 To discuss the Gild Hall and St Jerome’s Church Hall lease opportunity for a community centre and to decide whether to take any further action.
8.6 To discuss and approve the quote for a mixed native hedge for the Platinum Jubilee Park at a cost of £2,955 plus vat. 
8.7 To discuss and approve the employment of a consultant to undertake a piling report at West Lane 
	
9.0 To approve Payments.  

10.0 To note the following Reports:
· Minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Group Meeting
· Minutes of the Environment Group Meeting
11.0 The date of the next meeting is Monday 19 January 2026. 
[bookmark: _Hlk195001080]FORMBY PARISH COUNCIL
MEETING OF THE ENVIRONMENT GROUP
Monday 3 November 2025


Present:		Cllrs: 	Derek Baxter (Chair)
				Sandra Baxter
Karen Cavanagh
				Mike Weild
				Paul Wiencke
				

In Attendance:		Claire Jenkins (Clerk) 

1.0 Apologies for Absence
There were apologies received from Cllrs Appleton, D. Irving and Y. Irving.  

2.0 Declarations of Interest
There were no declarations of interest.

3.0 Minutes of the Previous Meeting and Matters Arising
3.1 The minutes of the meeting held 6 October 2025 were approved.

4.0 Environment Projects
4.1 Duke Street Park
Cllrs Cavanagh and Wield reported no further updates on Duke Street Park. Each of the projects have been allocated to officers at Sefton Council to progress them quicker. Cllr Cavanagh had a meeting in the park regarding the Junior Park Run which is due to start at the beginning of March subject to permissions. It is hoped that the paths will be completed by the end of March, as these would be used by the parkrun. Cllr Cavanagh has asked for the paths to be completed at the end of February. The gaps in the Hawthorn Hedge are due to be filled in by the end of March. The Clerk requested that a formal proposal including costs for the park be sent to Formby Parish Council as soon as possible so that it can be approved and included in the budget proposal for next year. 
4.2 Harington Road Shops – planter positioning
Cllr Cavanagh has met with the shop owners to inform them that two planters will be installed. The Clerk will meet with Cllrs Cavanagh and Weild and James to decide on the best positions for the planters.
4.3 Stocks and Cross at St Luke’s Church
No further update. 
4.4 Chindit Memorial
Cllr Appleton sent an email regarding the Memorial. The project has split in two different directions, there have been discussions that the memorial could be a podium/pillar that would be pre-cast and the other option would be a stonemason constructing the memorial. For planning permission, we would need to have visuals of the memorial and dimensions for the application. The Chindit Society have donated a solid brass plaque and asked it to be added to the memorial. It was suggested that if the plaque could not be added to the monument, it could be added to Heritage Centre display with information about the Chindits during WWII.
4.5 Lonsdale Road planting enhancement
A meeting took place at Lonsdale Road about the planting scheme and a quote is awaited. It was proposed to add this to the Finance agenda for discussion and agreement to put to the next Parish Council meeting. 

5.0 Village Environment
5.1 Road Works
Complaints have been received about the road works around Formby causing traffic delays and difficulties getting in and around Formby.  

6.0 Environment Budget
Expenditure to date for maintenance is £17,114.40.
Tree planting expenditure to date is £0.

7.0 Rights of Way
7.1 Long Lane – a while ago, complaints were raised about the mud and puddles. It was decided that the path would be reviewed when the weather was bad.
7.2 Cambridge Field – a paved path by Cambridge Field is very overgrown and needs to be cut back.

8.0 Any Other Business
8.1 Trees at Edenhurst Drive 
It was discussed that several trees have been vandalised and some may have died.
8.2 Alt Road Park
Cllr Weild asked when the playground would be installed. Cllr Cavanagh reported that Cllr Chris Paige has been pushing for this to start but no start date has been agreed yet. 

9.0 Date of Next Meeting
The next meeting will be held on Monday 5 January 2026.


FORMBY PARISH COUNCIL
FINANCE AND GENERAL-PURPOSE GROUP MEETING
Wednesday 5 November 2025


Present:		Cllrs: 	Dawn Brodie (Chairman)
				Maria Bennett
Jill Butler
Dave Irving
Mike Weild
Paul Wiencke

In Attendance:		Claire Jenkins (Clerk)

1.0 Apologies for Absence
There were apologies received from Cllrs Appleton, D. Baxter, S Baxter and Riley

2.0 Declarations of Interest
Cllr D Irving declared an interest in the Formby Heritage Centre application (item 5.2) and took no part in the discussion.  

3.0 Minutes of the Previous Meeting 
3.1 The minutes of the meeting held on 8 October 2025 were approved.

4.0 Financial Matters
4.1 Budget Monitoring and risk assessment
The Clerk sent out the budget monitoring report to the Cllrs. The Clerk highlighted that we still haven’t received an invoice from Sefton for the trees that were planted in February/March 2025. The final precept payment was received at the end of September and the money accrued in the savings account will now be used for all the payments for the remainder of the financial year, which will reduce the balance in the savings account. The risk of having more than the limit guaranteed by the Financial Services Compensation Scheme will only be for a short period. 
4.2 Financial Controls
No other payments have been made other than the ones approved at the last meeting.
4.2 Audit changes
There will be a new assertion in the Annual Governance and Accountability Review around requirements for digital and data compliance. Two new requirements are email management and an IT policy. As more business is conducted online, the recommendation is to have a Council email address for all Cllrs. It was agreed that this should be complied with. 

5.0 Community Fund
5.1 Formby Cricket, Hockey and Squash Club
A request for £5,000 for the installation of 2 led lighting columns. Members asked if it stated on the previous application how much the columns would cost to install. Members asked how much they have contributed to the project themselves and how much the whole project has cost, what other funding have they sourced and received. They have also asked to see a set of accounts and to ask if they have done any fundraising themselves. Members agreed to defer the application to the next Finance meeting.
5.2 Heritage Centre – update following a meeting on Monday 3rd November.
A meeting took place on Monday 3 November with members of the Civic Society, Imagine Formby, the Clerk and Cllr Bennett. They asked if the Parish Council would join a partnership with the Civic Society to help with the running of the Heritage Centre. They have asked for £6,500 to help contribute to the rent for the next year. Cllr Bennett asked a number of questions including who owned the building, for a set of accounts and to enquire what they are doing to generate income for the Heritage Centre. Accounts show that they do have income from donation buckets and groups who use the space coming in but it doesn’t cover their costs. Concerns were raised that the Parish Council would be asked repeatedly to pay the rent each year. Can we see a copy of the terms and conditions of the rental agreement to see who is responsible for the fire safety measures, what the rent is for the whole building and what proportion of it is for the Heritage Centre. 

6.0 Environment Meeting
Members noted the proposed projects under discussion which would have a financial impact including:
· Stocks and Cross at St Luke’s Church – The Clerk has been in touch with a contractor recommended by Cllr Irving who are considering the project. Cllr Irving will chase them. The other contractors have asked for more information and pictures which the Clerk sent over to them, but they haven’t sent over any quotes yet. The Clerk will send over a copy of the Heritage Officers report to Cllrs Irving and Weild.
· Chindit Memorial – A meeting took place in the Heritage Centre with the Chindit Society who donated a plaque to go on the memorial. Cllr D Irving has been in touch with the National Trust who are donating bricks that were part of the Harington Barracks where the Chindits trained. Cllr D Irving will also approach another group called Chindit Forever for funding for the memorial. The next meeting will take place 27 November.  
· Duke Street Park – progress is slow, the Hawthorn hedge is due to be filled in December - February. Sefton are looking for funding for the murals by Formby High School elsewhere.  
· Platinum Jubilee Park planting enhancement – A meeting took place with the contractor. They discussed a mixed native hedge including wild roses. A quote has been received for £2,955 plus vat. Members agreed to recommend this to the Parish Council.

7.0 Projects and Planned Expenditure
7.1 Newsletter
Members expressed thanks to Cllr Baxter for producing the newsletter. 
7.2 Improvements to Festive Lights and Christmas tree 
It was noted that this is all in hand.  
7.3 Christmas Hampers
We have registered at both Bookers and Parfetts wholesalers. The Clerk asked for volunteers to help do the shopping. Cllrs Brodie, Weild and Wiencke othered their help. 
7.4 2 x 3-tier planters Harington Road shops
The Clerk will wait to order the planters until a location has been determined, and they can be planted with the Spring planting.
7.5 Luncheon Club Xmas gifts for vulnerable elderly.
There will be 75 guests at the Luncheon Club for the Christmas dinner. It was agreed that an assortment of boxes of chocolates and biscuits will be bought for the luncheon Club to gift to those attending. Members agreed to allocate up to £750 and recommended to the Parish Council for approval.

8.0 Planning/Legal Issues
8.1 Piling at West Lane
Cllr Baxter would like to hire a piling expert to compile a report.
8.2 Section 106 agreements
Cllr Irivng reported that under Section 106, if the Parish Council can demonstrate a link between new housing and pressures on local facilities we can apply for funding. Cllr D Irving will compose a letter to the Chief Planning Officer asking for the full amount of the total financial contributions received to date, the amount committed or funded for the last 10 years to help fund a community centre in Formby. Members agreed to recommend this motion to the Parish Council.

9.0 Any Other Business
9.1 The Gild Hall and St Jerome’s
The Clerk and a few Cllrs went to look at both the Gild Hall and St Jerome’s. St Jerome’s is in a much better condition than the Gild Hall but is not in an ideal location for a community centre and wouldn’t satisfy all the space requirements for a community centre. The Gild Hall is in a bad state, most of the fixtures have been ripped out. Cllr Bennett is working on a list of questions to ask the estate agents including the issue of damp and replacing the electrics, who is responsible for fixing those issues. Upstairs of the Gild Hall could easily accommodate the Heritage Centre. Cllr Bennett agreed to work on a business plan. Members discussed sending a leaflet to all the residents asking if they want to have a community centre, as this will increase the precept if the Parish Council were to go ahead with the project. Other questions we need to ask, can we negotiate on the lease, what the business rates would be, what the insurance for the building would be and basic running costs including a licensee manager. The Church own the grass and the activity centre. There is a covenant on the land at the rear of the building which has about 15 years left. The car park is shared between the Gild Hall and the Activity Centre. 

10.0 Date of Next Meeting
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 7 January 2026.

Members of the press and public are welcome to attend
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