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The Parish Council Office
Formby Library
Duke Street
FORMBY
L37 4AN
01704 395955
clerk@formby-pc.gov.uk
Tuesday 13 January 2026					 
Notice of Meeting
All members of the Council are hereby summoned to attend the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council, which will be held on Monday 19 January 2026 at 7pm at the Library, Duke Street, Formby.

Claire Jenkins

Claire Jenkins
Clerk to Formby Parish Council
Agenda

1.0 To receive Apologies and to approve apologies for absence for any Cllr who has submitted a valid reason. 
2.0 To Receive Declarations of Interest
				
3.0 To adjourn the meeting for the Public Forum  

4.0 Previous Minutes
4.1 To consider and approve the Minutes of the Meeting held on 17 November 2025.

5.0 Matters of Report from Previous Meetings – for information only

6.0 Chairman’s Report

7.0 Planning Applications – (available on Sefton Council’s website)

8.0 To Discuss and Resolve the following:
8.1 To receive the budget report and approve the budget for 2026-27 (Finance minutes refer)
8.2 To approve the precept for 2026-27 (Finance minutes refer)
8.3 To approve the purchase of 2 sets of liners for the window box hanging baskets (Environment minutes refer)
8.4 To discuss a request to fund the CCTV maintenance for Duke Street Park
8.5 To earmark £30,000 to add to the Community Centre project fund
	
9.0 To approve Payments.  

10.0 To note the following Reports:
· Minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Group Meeting
· Minutes of the Environment Group Meeting
11.0 The date of the next meeting is Monday 16 February 2026. 



[bookmark: _Hlk195001080]FORMBY PARISH COUNCIL
MEETING OF THE ENVIRONMENT GROUP
Monday 5 January 2026


Present:		Cllrs: 	Derek Baxter (Chair)
				Sandra Baxter
				Joe Riley
				Mike Weild
							

In Attendance:		Claire Jenkins (Clerk) 

1.0 Apologies for Absence
There were apologies received from Cllrs Appleton, Cavanagh, and Wiencke. Cllrs D. Irving and Y. Irving had technical difficulties and were unable to join the meeting.  

2.0 Declarations of Interest
There were no declarations of interest.

3.0 Minutes of the Previous Meeting and Matters Arising
3.1 The minutes of the meeting held 3 November 2025 were approved.

4.0 Environment Projects
4.1 Duke Street Park
Cllrs Wield provided an update on Duke Street Park. Additional CCTV cameras are being considered which will be linked directly to Sefton Arc. It was noted that there is an ongoing maintenance cost, and the group have asked if the Parish Council would consider funding this. 
The paths have gone out to tender, and it is hoped construction will start soon. The Clerk confirmed that the Junior Park Run have obtained permission to use the park, once the new pathways have been completed.
An application has been submitted for the proposed padel court in Crosby, though it was noted that there are several objections. This is the first of 3 to include Formby and Southport. Interest has been expressed in repurposing the old toilet block to provide a café, however the company awarded the padel court contract would like to use one of the toilet buildings to bring this back into use as a WC facility. 
4.2 Harington Road Shops – planter positioning
The Clerk discussed the plan for 2 additional planters with the contractor and arranged for these to be delivered to the greenhouses for them to be planted up and then delivered to site at the end of May. This will give time for the positioning of the Chindit Memorial to be approved by planning. 
4.3 Stocks and Cross at St Luke’s Church
The Clerk will contact the Heritage Officer for advice. 

4.4 Chindit Memorial
The planning application has been submitted to the planning portal, and it was agreed that the Clerk should make the payment on this subject to the 50% discount given to Parish Councils. 
4.5 Lonsdale Road planting enhancement
The shrubs have been ordered by the contractor, and he expects to start planting at the end of January. This will be a mixed hedge with berries and flowering shrubs to support wildlife. Members discussed the wildflower meadow areas and the late display last year following the dry spring. It was agreed to discuss with the contractor whether additional seed is needed this year. 

5.0 Village Environment
5.1 Baskets
The Clerk put forward a recommendation from the contractor to purchase 2 sets of liners for the window box style baskets. There are already 2 sets of liners for the top baskets which improves the changeover. The lower baskets must be removed and returned to the greenhouses to be planted. There can then be some difficulty in reattaching them to the brackets. Members agreed to obtain costs for 2 sets of liners and recommend purchase. 
5.2 Seasonal lights
Cllr Wield commented that the Xmas lights are switched on from 3 till midnight and asked if next year they could also be switched on in the morning for a couple of hours. The Clerk didn’t know if the timers could accommodate two different switch-on times but would make enquiries.  

6.0 Environment Budget
Expenditure to date for maintenance is £19,954.40.
Tree planting expenditure to date is £0.

7.0 Rights of Way
7.1 Path Number 6
Cllr Wield will walk the path to check the maintenance work is completed. 

8.0 Any Other Business
8.1 Cycle Track request
A resident has requested help with getting funding for a pump track (similar to a bmx track). Members discussed the email and agreed to respond to say that this is not something the Parish Council could lead on but thought that there might be National funding available and if a firm proposal was submitted a community fund application to the Parish Council could be considered for a contribution. 
8.2 Pedestrian Crossing request
A request for a pedestrian crossing on Raven Meols Lane at the Park Road/Kings Road junction has been received. Members noted that this has been submitted to Sefton Council previously but is low on their list of priority crossings requests from recent surveys. It was agreed to raise this again and ask for a cost for a crossing or refuge. 
8.3 Halo Light
It was noted that the halo light near the fire station is out on the Liverpool side of the crossing. The Clerk will report this to street lighting. 
8.4 Gas canisters
Cllr Riley reported many canisters near the Harington Road bus stop. He will contact Cllr Cavanagh to ask if they can be removed by Sefton Council. 

9.0 Date of Next Meeting
The next meeting will be held on Monday 2 February 2026.



FORMBY PARISH COUNCIL
FINANCE AND GENERAL-PURPOSE GROUP MEETING
Wednesday 7 January 2026


Present:		Cllrs: 	Dawn Brodie (Chairman)
				Colin Appleton
Maria Bennett
Jill Butler
Dave Irving
Joe Riley
Mike Weild
Paul Wiencke

In Attendance:		Claire Jenkins (Clerk) and Marc Bourhill (item 5.1)

1.0 Apologies for Absence
There were apologies received from Cllrs Derek Baxter and Sandra Baxter

2.0 Declarations of Interest
Cllr Appleton declared an interest in Formby Cricket, Hockey and Squash Club application and took no part in the discussion (item 5.1).

3.0 Minutes of the Previous Meeting 
3.1 The minutes of the meeting held on 5 November 2025 were approved.

4.0 Financial Matters
4.1 Budget Monitoring, budget planning and risk assessment
The Clerk and the Chairman reviewed the budget for the next year and presented it to the Cllrs. It was noted that the tree planting invoice is still outstanding from Sefton. The Junior Parkrun have been given the go ahead to use Duke Street Park. The final invoice from Illumidex for the Christmas Lights is due and the Christmas Lights electric bill from Sefton is due. There is an outstanding bill for the park bin emptying from Sefton.
Members agreed to earmark a further £30,000 for the community centre. It was agreed to increase the budgets for the community fund, environment fund and projects. The Clerk will amend the budget planning report for the Parish Council meeting.
Cllr Bennett discussed the 4 options for an increase of the precept. We have £80,000 ringfenced budget for future projects. Potential outgoings next year of £262,000.
Option 1 – no increase per household based on Band D property
Option 2 – 45p increase per household based on Band D property
Option 3 – 99p increase per household based on Band D property
Option 4 - £1.45 increase per household based on Band D property
The report will be sent to all Cllrs for the Parish Council meeting.
The financial compensation scheme has increased from £85,000 to £120,000 per person per bank in December. 
4.2 Financial Controls
Members noted the December payments (emailed previously), including payments for the Christmas Lights and Hampers.

5.0 Community Fund
5.1 Formby Cricket, Hockey and Squash Club
Marc Bourhill attended the meeting to discuss the application of £5,000 for 2 LED lighting columns. Additional costs were incurred due to a deadline set by JMU for the grant to be spent by January 2025. They couldn’t switch off all of the lights as the pitches are used in the evenings and errors occurred which meant additional works needed to be done and created a shortfall of £12,400. They have applied for additional grants which haven’t been successful. The accounts are being prepared for the AGM at the end of January/early February and will be available to forward to us once they have been approved. The works are set to start in April when the lighting won’t be needed due to lighter evenings. Changing to LED saves the club between a third and half of the electricity costs. 
The Clerk will ask the following questions: If we provide a grant, is it an achievable project? What was the original cost of the project? What were the extra expenses? Can they send the accounts to us. Members agreed to discuss the application again in February once these additional questions have been answered.
5.2 Heritage Centre – update
The payment has been sent, no other further updates. 

6.0 Environment Meeting
Members noted the proposed projects under discussion which would have a financial impact including:
· Stocks and Cross at St Luke’s Church – no further updates. 
· Chindit Memorial – planning permission has been applied for.  
· Duke Street Park – no further updates.  
· Platinum Jubilee Park planting enhancement – the plants have been ordered and should be completed at end of January/early February.
· Liners for baskets - the low hanging planters on the barriers in the village currently don’t have any liners. Members agreed to order 2 sets of liners once a quote has been obtained.

7.0 Projects and Planned Expenditure
7.1 Newsletter
No further update.
7.2 2 x 3-tier planters Harington Road shops
The Clerk will order the planters to be delivered to the contractor to plant up and install.

8.0 Planning/Legal Issues
8.1 Piling at West Lane
The Clerk has made a payment for the report on the piling at West Lane.

9.0 Any Other Business
No other business.

10.0 Date of Next Meeting
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 4 February 2026.


Members of the press and public are welcome to attend
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