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The Parish Council Office
Formby Library
Duke Street
FORMBY
L37 4AN
01704 395955
clerk@formby-pc.gov.uk
Wednesday 11 March 2026					 
Notice of Meeting
All members of the Council are hereby summoned to attend the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council, which will be held on Monday 16 March 2026 at 7pm at the Library, Duke Street, Formby.

Claire Jenkins

Claire Jenkins
Clerk to Formby Parish Council
Agenda

1.0 To receive Apologies and to approve apologies for absence for any Cllr who has submitted a valid reason. 
2.0 To Receive Declarations of Interest
				
3.0 To adjourn the meeting for the Public Forum  

4.0 Previous Minutes
4.1 To consider and approve the Minutes of the Meeting held on 16 February 2026.

5.0 Matters of Report from Previous Meetings – for information only
5.1 Minute 90.4 funding for purchase and installation of new play equipment at Duke Street Park and the noticeboard acknowledging the Parish Council contribution. 

6.0 Chairman’s Report

7.0 Planning Applications – (available on Sefton Council’s website)

8.0 To Discuss and Resolve the following:
8.1 To approve a community fund application for £672 to purchase playing cards for the visually impaired for the Formby Bridge Club
8.2 To discuss a quote to replant the tree outside Waterfields and provide additional soil and bark chippings. 

	
9.0 To approve Payments.  

10.0 To note the following Reports:
· Minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Group Meeting
· Minutes of the Environment Group Meeting
11.0 The date of the next meeting is Monday 20 April 2026. 



[bookmark: _Hlk195001080]  FORMBY PARISH COUNCIL
MEETING OF THE ENVIRONMENT GROUP
Wednesday 4 March 2026


Present:		Cllrs: 	Derek Baxter (Chair)
Sandra Baxter
Maria Bennett
Dawn Brodie
Jill Butler
Karen Cavanagh
Dave Irving
Yvonne Irving
Leo Kolassa
Joe Riley
				Mike Weild
				Paul Wiekcke
			

In Attendance:		Claire Jenkins 

1.0 Apologies for Absence
There were apologies received from Cllr Appleton.  

2.0 Declarations of Interest
There were no declarations of interest.

3.0 Minutes of the Previous Meeting and Matters Arising
3.1 The minutes of the meeting held 2 February 2026 were approved.
3.2 Matters Arising
There were no matters arising.

4.0 Environment Projects
4.1 Duke Street Park
Cllr Weild provided an update from the meeting. The path running along the hedgerow is now complete, Park Run can start in 4 weeks’ time to give the path time to settle before people run on it. Formby High school have completed the art competition and chosen 2 winners; the price has come down to less than £10,000. There is a request from the park volunteers to install a shed in the rose garden to store tools in. The CCTV project is ongoing, Cllr Chris Page commented that the existing CCTV in the park was a waste of public money by Formby Parish Council as it does not feed into Sefton Arc. Cllr Weild responded by informing the group that Formby Parish Council were told they could not feed into Sefton Arc at that time. The project was undertaken by Sefton Arc combined with the project to install CCTV in Formby Library. The CCTV can be accessed through a computer at Formby Library. Cllr Weild asked for a breakdown of costs for the playground equipment and queried how many items of equipment would be installed in the park as Cllr Chris Page had a quote for 3 items rather than 2 items that Formby Parish Council were informed of. 
4.2 Duke Street Park play equipment
There was a heated discussion regarding the request from Formby Parish Council to have a sign stating that Formby Parish Council have provided the playground equipment. Green Sefton have said it would not be possible to have the sign as it would be a trip hazard. They said that a sign would be erected at the entrance of the park saying that the park was refurbished by Sefton Council, the Ward Cllrs along with a list of their partners which would include Formby Parish Council. Cllr Weild informed them that at the last Parish Council meeting, a resolution was passed that the money for the playground equipment was subject to a sign and Formby Parish Council would pay for this sign. 
Cllr Weild felt unfairly treated at the meeting, Cllr Bennett would like to put in a formal complaint about his treatment.
4.3 Harington Road Shops 
Cllr Cavanagh has been in touch with the agent and has confirmed that we can have the planters outside of the shops. Cllr Cavanagh has asked them to install CCTV at the shops as there is a problem with people leaving gas bottles in the area. A local community group have been clearing them away as have Sefton Council Cleansing department. Cllr Cavanagh has asked Cleansing to speak with Environment Officers to escalate this issue along with 2 abandoned vans behind the shops and is awaiting a response from them. The police can’t do anything about the vans as they are on private land and SORN. 
4.4 Stocks and Cross at St Luke’s Church
No further update.
4.5 Chindit Memorial
Cllr D Irving has confirmed that planning permission has been approved for the memorial. Cllr Iving will bring the detailed plans to the next Parish Council meeting.  
4.6 Lonsdale Road planting enhancement
The hedge will be planted in the next couple of weeks and the invoice will follow.

5.0 Village Environment
5.1 The tree outside Waterfield’s is leaning over and the roots are exposed on one side and the pit needs repairing. The Clerk has informed the trees department and is awaiting a response. 
5.2 A sign outside Smyths in the village has been hit by a vehicle and is pointing the wrong way.

6.0 Environment Budget
Expenditure to date for maintenance is £19,979.76. 
Tree planting expenditure to date is £0. We haven’t received an invoice for the tree planting this year. The Clerk informed the group that Sefton Council have received a budget from Mersey Forest for tree planting this year. 

7.0 Rights of Way
7.1 Path Number 6
Cllr Baxter and Cllr Weild agreed to inspect the path.

8.0 Any Other Business
8.1 Formby Carol Wagon
An email has been received from Formby Rotary Club to take over the running of the Formby Carol Wagon. Members discussed the item and there was a suggestion that maybe the fire service can take over it. Cllr D Irving will discuss it with them. Members felt that this was a valuable community asset and there were suggestions to ask U3A and scout groups to help. Approximately 20 volunteers are required each night to help.
8.2 Traffic halo
The zebra crossing halo by the fire station is not working, it will be reported to Sefton. 

8.3 Harington Road Shop pavement
Cllr Cavanagh will ask the Harington Ward Cllrs to organise jet washing the paths outside of Harington Road shops subject to permission from the building owners.
8.4 Formby and Freshfield train stations
Cllr Cavanagh has secured some funding from Merseyrail for both train stations to fund the community groups to include artwork, new planters and plants. The Borough Cllrs are making enquiries into putting in signage to the village from the station and asked if the Parish Council would fund additional lighting on the pathway at the side of Hilary Court to Formby station? Members are happy to consider this.
8.5 Dapa Coffee
Dapa Coffee has asked for support from the Parish Council to move the bench from outside of their coffee shop to elsewhere in the village. Members wouldn’t have any objection for the bench to be moved and suggested that it could be moved near Marks and Spencer.

9.0 Date of Next Meeting
The next meeting will be held on Monday 30 March 2026.


FORMBY PARISH COUNCIL
FINANCE AND GENERAL-PURPOSE GROUP MEETING
Wednesday 4 March 2026


Present:		Cllrs: 	Dawn Brodie (Chairman)
Derek Baxter
Sandra Baxter
Maria Bennett
Jill Butler
Dave Irving
Yvonne Irving
Leo Kolassa
Joe Riley
Mike Weild
Paul Wiencke

In Attendance:		Claire Jenkins (Clerk)

1.0 Apologies for Absence
There were apologies received from Cllr Appleton

2.0 Declarations of Interest
Cllr Bennett declared an interest in item 8.1 and took no part in the discussion. 

3.0 Minutes of the Previous Meeting 
3.1 The minutes of the meeting held on 4 February 2026 were approved.

4.0 Financial Matters
4.1 Budget Monitoring and risk assessment
There are no changes of note in the budget. 
4.2 Financial Controls
No further updates.

5.0 Community Fund
5.1 Nicholas John Dennis Parkin (Formby Bridge Club)
Members discussed the application to fund the purchase of visually impaired cards to make the bridge club more inclusive at a cost of £672. Members were concerned that it appears that it was an individual applying for the fund. The Clerk has contacted the applicant and confirmed that the bridge club does have its own bank account, and the funds would be paid into that account. Members were in support of the application and recommended that it go to full council for approval. 

6.0 Environment Meeting
Members noted the proposed projects under discussion which would have a financial impact including:
· Stocks and Cross at St Luke’s Church – no further update
· Chindit Memorial – Cllr D Irving has confirmed that planning permission has been approved for the memorial. Cllr Iving will bring the detailed plans to the next Parish Council meeting.  
· Duke Street Park – The path along the hedgerow has been completed and Park Run can start in 4 weeks. Formby High school have completed the art competition and chosen 2 winners; the price has come down to less than £10,000. 
· Platinum Jubilee Park planting enhancement – The hedge will be planted in the next couple of weeks and the invoice will follow. 

7.0 Projects and Planned Expenditure
7.1 Newsletter
It was agreed to send out a newsletter in June and will be finalised at the beginning of May. Any items to be added to the newsletter should be sent to Cllr D Baxter.
7.2 Duke Street Park Play equipment
Cllr Weild asked for a breakdown of costs for the playground equipment and queried how many items of equipment would be installed in the park as Cllr Chris Page had a quote for 3 items rather than 2 items that Formby Parish Council were informed of. The Clerk contacted Green Sefton for the quotes which she shared with the meeting. The quotes received are for multiunit junior and infant play equipment along with the installation and surface under it. There is an additional item (a wheelchair carousel) on the quote for a cost of £11,736. Members would still like to have a sign at the playground and will discuss wording for the signage to be put forward. The Clerk advised that it couldn’t just be a Formby Parish Council sign as the Parish Council are not responsible for the management and ongoing maintenance of the park equipment, Green Sefton are. A sign or noticeboard would need to make it clear that Green Sefton are responsible for the park, and the Parish Council have contributed to the upgrade/ purchase of new equipment. The Parish Council can also put this in our own newsletter and specify what items have been purchased. 

8.0 Planning/Legal Issues
8.1 Piling at West Lane
Cllr D Baxter has submitted a section 5 complaint to the monitoring officer which triggers the monitoring officer to look at the issue as to whether Sefton Council are lawfully determining the planning application. The Chief Executive responded to our letter of complaint and informed us that the Environmental Health Officers and the Local Planning Authority don’t determine Best Practicable Means when it comes to piling. Best Practicable Means is the statutory test that determines if you have minimised harm to as little as possible. 
8.2 Section 106
Cllr D Irving sent a letter to Sefton Council asking for detail relating to Section 106 money from the developments in the area. There has been no response from Sefton Council, Cllr Irving will write to them again.

9.0 Any Other Business
9.1 Football facilities across Formby
The Clerk has received several emails with a request to provide toilet and changing room facilities across Formby at the football pitches. Unfortunately, the Parish Council cannot do this as the land does not belong to us. It was agreed to give him contact details for Sefton Council and ask him to contact the Ward Cllrs. 
 
10.0 Date of Next Meeting
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 2 April 2026.

Members of the press and public are welcome to attend
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