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The Parish Council Office
Formby Library
Duke Street
FORMBY
L37 4AN
01704 395955
clerk@formby-pc.gov.uk
Wednesday 15 April 2026					 
Notice of Meeting
All members of the Council are hereby summoned to attend the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council, which will be held on Monday 20 April 2026 at 7pm at the Library, Duke Street, Formby.

Claire Jenkins

Claire Jenkins
Clerk to Formby Parish Council
Agenda

1.0 To receive Apologies and to approve apologies for absence for any Cllr who has submitted a valid reason. 
2.0 To Receive Declarations of Interest
				
3.0 To adjourn the meeting for the Public Forum  

4.0 Previous Minutes
4.1 To consider and approve the Minutes of the Meeting held on 16 March 2026.

5.0 Matters of Report from Previous Meetings – for information only

6.0 Chairman’s Report

7.0 Planning Applications – (available on Sefton Council’s website)

8.0 To Discuss and Resolve the following:
8.1 To approve an earmarked reserve of £31,944 for the provision of play equipment for Duke Street Park, to be released subject to the approval of the wording for the sign acknowledging the Parish Council’s contribution.
8.2 To note the quote to replant the tree outside Waterfields and provide additional soil and bark chippings, as approved by the Environment Group of £795 plus vat. 
8.3 To note the Highways Licence fee of £1,585 for the Chindit Memorial to be funded from the earmarked reserve for that project. 
8.4 To approve the following (updates) to policies in line with the revised audit recommendations:
· IT policy
· Privacy Policy
· Social Media and Electronic Communication Policy
8.5 To approve a budget of £6000 for the Lifeboat Anniversary Celebrations – Finance minutes 8/4/26 refer
8.6 To note the cost of £1,100 plus vat for the review of the Construction, Environmental Management Plan (version 11) and other technical documents submitted by the developer of the West Lane Site. – Finance minutes 10/4/26 refer
8.7 To approve an estimate of up to £5000 for an opinion of merits on the strength of the case for a Judicial Review, in the event of the planning authority failing to demonstrate consideration of the geo technical report submitted by the Parish Council for the condition 6 on piling at West Lane.



	
9.0 To approve Payments.  

10.0 To note the following Reports:
· Minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Group Meetings
· Minutes of the Environment Group Meeting
11.0 The date of the next meeting is Monday 18 May 2026. 


[bookmark: _Hlk195001080]  FORMBY PARISH COUNCIL
MEETING OF THE ENVIRONMENT GROUP
Wednesday 8 April 2026


Present:		Cllrs: 	Derek Baxter (Chair)
Sandra Baxter
Maria Bennett
Dawn Brodie
Karen Cavanagh
Dave Irving
				Mike Weild
				Paul Wiekcke
			

In Attendance:		Claire Jenkins 

1.0 Apologies for Absence
There were apologies received from Cllr Appleton, Y Irving, Kolassa and Riley

2.0 Declarations of Interest
There were no declarations of interest.

3.0 Minutes of the Previous Meeting and Matters Arising
3.1 The minutes of the meeting held 4 March 2026 were approved.
3.2 Matters Arising
There were no matters arising.

4.0 Environment Projects
4.1 Duke Street Park
Members noted the next meeting of the Park Committee was to be held on 15 April.
4.3 Harington Road Shops 
Cllr Cavanagh reported successful prosecutions of two people for dumping gas bottles behind shops, with each facing £500 fines. The planters for Harrington Road shops have been delivered and are ready to be installed. Sefton Highways have confirmed that the planters can be positioned on the frontage provided the obvious inspection chambers are not affected and to be positioned away from the Chindit Memorial. 

4.4 Stocks and Cross at St Luke’s Church
No further update. Cllr Irving agreed to contact English Heritage for assistance.
4.5 Chindit Memorial
Cllr D Irving has confirmed that planning permission has been approved for the memorial, subject to a condition of a Highways License fee of £1,585. It was noted that this will be paid once formal written permission is received from the landowner. The landowner has written with a positive response but asked for further information and the detailed plans have been sent. 
4.6 Jimmy Lowe Statue
The Clerk has contacted the National Trust to set up a meeting to discuss the viability of relocating the sculpture. 

5.0 Village Environment
5.1 The tree outside Waterfield’s is leaning over and the roots are exposed on one side and the pit needs repairing. The Clerk obtained a quote to rectify the lean, provide new stakes and straps, additional soil and mulch for £795 plus vat. This was approved. 

6.0 Environment Budget
Expenditure for the year end for maintenance is £20,248. 

7.0 Rights of Way
7.1 Path Number 6
Cllr Baxter and Cllr Weild agreed to inspect the path.

8.0 Any Other Business
8.1 Formby Carol Wagon
Following the email from Formby Rotary Club to take over the running of the Formby Carol Wagon, Cllr Irving will discuss with the Fire Service if they can take over it. 
8.2 Lonsdale Road planting enhancement
The hedge has been planted and looks great. A silver birch tree is awaiting replacement. 
8.3 Brackenway Site
Cllr Wiencke reported that additional ditches were being filled in with hardcore, raising questions about water management and potential impact on nearby Formby Golf Course. 
Cllr Baxter reported that transverse ditches were being cut as part of a flood strategy, though final sign-off from the Environment Agency was awaited. 
Cllr Bennett expressed concerns about heavy goods vehicles using Paradise Lane, which was previously agreed to remain clear due to school traffic and local residents. Cllr Cavanagh had received an email indicating that heavy vehicles would only be allowed through Paradise Lane to address the rat problem in the stables, all other traffic must use the bypass route.
8.4 Grass Cutting
The group also addressed delayed grass cutting in Formby, noting that while grass cutting previously occurred monthly, it appeared to have changed to six times per year. Cllr Cavanagh will request the grass cutting schedule. 
8.5 Tai Chi 
Members confirmed the dates for the free tai chi lessons in the Jubilee Park for the summer. 

9.0 Date of Next Meeting
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 6 May 2026.

FORMBY PARISH COUNCIL
FINANCE AND GENERAL-PURPOSE GROUP MEETING
Wednesday 8 April 2026


Present:		Cllrs: 	Dawn Brodie (Chairman)
Derek Baxter
Sandra Baxter
Maria Bennett
Jill Butler
Dave Irving
Mike Weild
Paul Wiencke

In Attendance:		Claire Jenkins (Clerk)

1.0 Apologies for Absence
There were apologies received from Cllr Appleton, Y Irving, Kolassa, and Riley. 

2.0 Declarations of Interest
There were no declarations of interest. 

3.0 Minutes of the Previous Meeting 
3.1 The minutes of the meeting held on 4 March 2026 were approved.

4.0 Financial Matters
4.1 Budget Monitoring and risk assessment
The group discussed the year end budget monitoring, noting that while donations exceeded the budget, the additional support for local community groups was justified. The Clerk reported that she is preparing accounts for the auditor and the new items added to the audit this year include use of IT. Members reviewed the privacy, social media, and IT polices and agreed for this to be incorporated into a single comprehensive policy for parish council approval.
4.2 Financial Controls
It was noted that the invoice for the bin emptying at the park had been received and paid. 

5.0 Community Fund
5.1 There were no new applications. 

6.0 Environment Meeting
Members noted the proposed projects under discussion which would have a financial impact including:
· Stocks and Cross at St Luke’s Church – no further update
· Chindit Memorial – Cllr D Irving reported that the Highways License fee of £1,585 is a condition of the planning consent and will be funded from the project budget allocated.

7.0 Projects and Planned Expenditure
7.1 Newsletter
It was agreed to send out a newsletter in June and will be finalised at the beginning of May. Any items to be added to the newsletter should be sent to Cllr D Baxter by 30 April.
7.2 Duke Street Park Play equipment
It was agreed to include on the Parish Council agenda to ringfence the budget approved for the play equipment, to be paid following agreement on the signage. Cllr Wield agreed to raise questions at the next meeting regarding CCTV cameras night vision capabilities and infrared range, and to question the need for two cameras. 
7.3 Lifeboat Anniversary Celebration
It was agreed to draft and circulate a detailed budget/estimate for the lifeboat celebrations and recommendations for a £6000 budget to the full parish council. Members discussed preparing posters for the events and circulating them around the village. 

8.0 Planning/Legal Issues
8.1 Piling at West Lane
Cllr D Baxter reported that following the section 5 complaint to the monitoring officer, we received a response summarised as:
“The Council appreciates the Parish Council’s commitment to ensuring transparency in the planning process. However, the matters raised do not satisfy the statutory threshold for Monitoring Officer intervention under Section 5.
The Council remains satisfied that:
all decisions have been taken within the lawful scope of planning judgement;
the evidence has been sufficiently considered;
statutory and policy duties have been met;
no procedural defect or irrationality has occurred.
Should the Parish Council disagree with the final determination, the correct remedy remains via the established legal channels, including judicial review.”

Members discussed the conflict between two professional reports on piling methods and proposed seeking a legal opinion on the merits of a Judicial Review as to whether the planning authority can ignore technical evidence, potentially costing £1,000-5,000 for a barrister's opinion. The council agreed to put this proposal on the agenda for the full parish council to consider funding the legal review if the technical conflict remains unresolved.

9.0 Any Other Business

There were no other items. 

10.0 Date of Next Meeting
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 6 May 2026.

FORMBY PARISH COUNCIL
EXTRA FINANCE AND GENERAL-PURPOSE GROUP MEETING
Friday 10 April 2026


Present:		Cllrs: 	Dawn Brodie (Chairman)
Derek Baxter
Sandra Baxter
Maria Bennett
Jill Butler
Dave Irving
Joe Riley 
Mike Weild
Paul Wiencke

In Attendance:		Claire Jenkins (Clerk)

1.0 Apologies for Absence
There were apologies received from Cllrs Appleton, Cavanagh, and Kolassa. 

2.0 Declarations of Interest
Cllr Bennett declared an interest in item 3.1 

3.0 Planning/Legal Issues
3.1 Piling at West Lane
Cllr Baxter advised that this extra meeting had been called due to the short deadline for the submission of reports to the planning department at Sefton Council. He had had discussions with the planning officer and asked for a further extension, but the planning officer had declined this request. 
Cllr D Baxter explained that the Parish Council need to review the latest Construction Environmental Management Plan (version 11) and other technical documents to challenge the developer's choice of driven piles over quieter board piling methods. Members discussed the cost of £1,100 for an updated report, noting that approximately 4,500-5,000 residents would be affected by the noise and vibration. Members debated whether spending the money was justified, considering past experiences with similar issues on Liverpool Road. After discussion of the technical details, legal requirements, and potential impacts on local ecology, members voted to approve spending £1,100 plus vat for the updated report to be completed by 16th April by Enviro Solutions. 

4.0 Date of Next Meeting
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 6 May 2026.

Members of the press and public are welcome to attend
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