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The Parish Council Office
Formby Library
Duke Street
FORMBY
L37 4AN
01704 395955
clerk@formby-pc.gov.uk
11 May 2026							 
Notice of the Annual Meeting of Formby Parish Council
All members of the Council are hereby summoned to attend the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council, which will be held on Monday 18 May 2026 at 7pm at the Library, Duke Street, Formby.

Claire Jenkins

Claire Jenkins
Clerk to Formby Parish Council
Agenda

1.0 To elect a Chairman for 2026-27, who will then sign the “Declaration of Acceptance of Office”.

2.0 To elect a Vice Chairman for 2026-27, who will then sign the “Declaration of Acceptance of Office”.

3.0 To receive Apologies 
      To resolve to approve apologies for absence for any Cllr who has submitted a valid reason for absence. 

4.0 To Receive Declarations of Interest 

5.0 To adjourn the meeting for the Public Forum  

6.0 Previous Minutes
6.1 To consider and approve the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on 20 April 2026
6.2 To consider and approve the Minutes of the Extra-Ordinary Meeting held on 8 May 2026

7.0 Matters of Report from Previous Meetings – for information only

8.0 To receive the retiring Chairman’s Annual Report

9.0 To appoint representatives to the following:
· National Trust Stakeholder Meeting
· Merseyside Association of Local Councils (MALC)

10.0 To agree Cllrs role in respect of:
· Finance and General Purposes Group
· Environment Group
· Planning
· Raising and Lowering of the flags
· Fertilising and weeding of Village trees
· Newsletter

11.0 Annual Return
11.1 To receive the Internal Auditors Report 
11.2 To approve the annual governance statement section 1 
11.3 To approve the accounting statements section 2 
11.4 To note the dates set for the exercise of public rights: Wednesday 3 June to Tuesday 14 July 2026

12.0 Planning Applications – (Sefton’s weekly list email, also available on Sefton Council’s website)
13.0 To Discuss and Resolve the following:
13.1 To approve the quote for the renewal of the Insurance at £2465.76 including vat and whether to renew the insurance for 1 or 3 years.
13.2 To approve the Risk Assessment for 2026-2027
13.3 To approve the payment dates for staff salaries for the year to 31 May 2027.
13.4 To approve the schedule of meeting dates for the year to 30 April 2027.
13.5 To approve the wording for the plaque for Duke Street Park – Environment and Finance minutes refer
13.6 To approve the purchase of a replacement laptop for the Clerk

14.0 To approve Payments.  

15.0 To note the following Reports:
· Minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Group Meeting
· Minutes of the Environment Group Meeting
16.0 The date of the next Ordinary meeting is Monday 15 June 2026. 

[bookmark: _Hlk195001080]  FORMBY PARISH COUNCIL
MEETING OF THE ENVIRONMENT GROUP
Wednesday 6 May 2026


Present:		Cllrs: 	Derek Baxter (Chair)
Maria Bennett
Dave Irving
Yvonne Irving
Joe Riley
				Mike Weild
In Attendance:		Claire Jenkins 

1.0 Apologies for Absence
There were apologies received from Cllrs Appleton and Cavanagh.

2.0 Declarations of Interest
There were no declarations of interest.

3.0 Minutes of the Previous Meeting and Matters Arising
3.1 The minutes of the meeting held 8 April 2026 were approved.
3.2 Matters Arising
There were no matters arising.

4.0 Environment Projects
4.1 Duke Street Park
The Clerk has received an email from Sefton Council with the first draft for the wording of the plaque. There is a date on the plaque so that residents are clear that the funding has supported improvements during this period and not before it. “The development of the Park between 2024 and 2027 were made in partnership between Sefton Council, Formby West and Formby East Ward Cllrs. Funded by Section 106 funding, Ward budgets and Formby Parish Council.” Cllrs considered the wording and suggested amending this to :“‘The development of the park between 2025 and 2027 were made in partnership and funded by Sefton Council, Formby West and Formby East ward councillors and Formby Parish Council’

The money spent to date in the park is £27,000 on the footpath, up to £9,000 on the mural on the changing rooms exterior, costs were unknown for the planting of missing hedgerow and fencing along Duke Street and the removal of the mounds in front of the toilet block. Quotes are being sort for improving the changing rooms. 
4.3 Harington Road Shops 
Cllrs Weild, Wiencke and D Irving will meet at Harington Road shops together with the Clerk and James Comish to agree a position for the planters to be installed. 
4.4 Stocks and Cross at St Luke’s Church
The Clerk has received another list of contractors from the Heritage Officer at Sefton Council and has contacted 4 – 5 from the list for quotes. 
4.5 Chindit Memorial
Cllr D Irving has contacted the owners of the site by recorded delivery; they appear to be very supportive of the project. Another letter will be sent this week to them confirming locations and seeking approval of this.
4.6 Jimmy Lowe Statue
The Clerk has asked Simon Archer to inspect the statue to see what can be salvaged. It was suggested that the statue could be positioned on the grass outside the library or at the nature trail in Duke Street Park or near the entrance to the farm at Larkhill, landowner permissions would be required. 
4.7 Lighting along footpath to Formby Station
The Clerk read out a request asking if festive lights could be added to the lighting columns to improve the environment running between the station and Freshfield Road. Members discussed the suggestion and felt that this wouldn’t improve the footfall to Formby village. Members suggested a sign directing people down the footpath to the village from the station and agreed to review the proposal again in the next meeting when Cllr Cavanagh could provide more context for her request.
4.8 Skateboard ramp and scramble path/uneven path for small bikes
The new community police officer has suggested a path for bikes for younger children, once they are installed, they are self-maintaining. Members suggested Deansgate Park or Smithy Green Park might benefit from such an addition and agreed to seek further information on this.
4.9 Blue plaque suggestions 
Cllr D Irving has commissioned a blue plaque commemorating the Lifeboat Station. This will be installed in an old boat by the boardwalk with an information board.
Cllr Cavanagh has suggested a blue plaque at the stations and at Dr Sykes house on Duke Street. It was agreed to ask for more information from Cllr Cavanagh.

5.0 Village Environment
5.1 Self-watering outlets on the roundabouts.
A suggestion was received from James Comish for self-watering outlets on the roundabouts for a bigger choice of plants. The plants are watered several times across the year. Members are happy to keep the drought friendly plants that we already have and save the money.
5.2 Request for signs at dog park Alt Road - This item was deferred.

6.0 Environment Budget
Expenditure to date 
Environment maintenance budget £0. 
Trees budget £10,795.

7.0 Rights of Way
7.1 Path Number 6
Cllr Baxter and Cllr Weild agreed to inspect the path.
7.2 Lunts Lane
It was noted that a ramp has been installed at Morris Homes and is taking away some of the path. Cllrs Baxter and Weild agreed to check the width of the path. 

8.0 Any Other Business
8.1 Formby Carol Wagon
Cllr Irving has heard that the Scouts will be taking over the running of the Formby Carol Wagon. 
8.2 Alt Road Park
The fencing has been removed while the work is going ahead, and the area is left open. Cllr Wield reported of a dog and child running out into the road and narrowly risked being hit by a car. 
8.3 Pinewood Park Estate
Residents have been climbing over the fence to gain access to Redgate School and the shops. A request will be sent to Sefton Council to ask them to remove the fencing. 
8.4 Halo lighting at Church Road by the Fire Station
The lighting is working intermittently on one side and not the other side. 

9.0 Date of Next Meeting
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 3 June 2026.


FORMBY PARISH COUNCIL
FINANCE AND GENERAL-PURPOSE GROUP MEETING
Wednesday 6 May 2026


Present:		Cllrs: 	Dawn Brodie (Chairman)
Colin Appleton
Derek Baxter
Maria Bennett
Jill Butler
Dave Irving
Yvonne Irving
Joe Riley
Mike Weild

In Attendance:		Claire Jenkins (Clerk)

1.0 Apologies for Absence
There were apologies received from Cllr Wiencke. 

2.0 Declarations of Interest
There were no declarations of interest. 

3.0 Minutes of the Previous Meeting 
3.1 The minutes of the meeting held on 8 April 2026 were approved.
3.2 The minutes of the meeting held on 10 April 2026 were approved.

4.0 Financial Matters
4.1 Budget Monitoring and risk assessment
Half of the precept has been received of £68,131.94; the rest will be paid monthly until September. The Clerk has transferred £35,000 to the Barclays savings account.
4.2 Financial Controls
An invoice has been received from Sefton Council for the tree planting for 2025-26 for £10,000. Two payments of £21 have been paid for the Licence agreements for the Lifeboat Station celebrations.
4.3 Audit
The internal auditor has all the files and the audit is underway. The Clerk will follow up with the auditor to be completed ready for the Annual meeting.

5.0 Community Fund
5.1 There were no new applications. 

6.0 Environment Meeting
Members noted the proposed projects under discussion which would have a financial impact including:
· Stocks and Cross at St Luke’s Church – The Clerk has sent out new enquiries and is awaiting responses from the contractors.
· Chindit Memorial – Cllr D Irving has sent a letter to the owners of Harington Road shops and is awaiting a response with approval to place the statue at the shops. 

7.0 Projects and Planned Expenditure
7.1 Newsletter
The newsletter will be sent to the printers this month. 
7.2 Duke Street Park Play equipment
A first draft of the wording for the plaque at the park has been received from Sefton Council “The development of the park between 2024 and 2027 were made in partnership with Sefton Council, Formby West and Formby East Ward Cllrs and funded by Section 106, Ward budgets and Formby Parish Council”. Members thought that the wording was a bit lengthy and have suggested “The development of the park between 2025 and 2027 were made in partnership and funded by Sefton Council, Formby West and Formby East Ward Cllrs and Formby Parish Council”.
7.3 Lifeboat Anniversary Celebration
At the celebrations on Saturday 27th June, members from Southport Offshore Rescue Trust will be attending the celebrations with a stall showing memorabilia and a rescue buggy. A choir who supports Southport Lifeboat station will be joining the skiffle group on Chapel Lane on Sunday. The event licenses have been submitted to Sefton Council. A book of memorabilia will be ready a week before the event.

8.0 Planning/Legal Issues
8.1 West Lane
Members discussed the budget received from the solicitor should it be decided to proceed with the judicial review. There would be a potential spend of £57,000 if the case was lost, if the case was won, we would recoup all the costs incurred. The decision would be made by the full Parish Council. 

9.0 Any Other Business
9.1 St Jeromes Church
A planning application has been received to change the use from a Place of Worship to a children’s gymnastics gym. Members were in favour of this application.
9.2 Gild Hall
A planning application has been received to change the use from a social club to a children’s nursery. 
9.3 Insurance renewal
The quote has been received and will be on the Parish Council agenda. Members need to decide if they would like to renew the insurance for 1 or 3 years. The cost would stay the same for the next 3 years and only increase if the policy was changed. 
9.4 43 Bushby’s Lane
A planning application has been received, the ecology report is not a full one as the land has been devoid of vegetation etc. A letter has been sent to the planning department to request an extension to the consultation period to receive the ecology report that the previous owner had commissioned. Once the ecology report is received, if there are any wildlife offences committed, a complaint will be submitted.

10.0 Date of Next Meeting
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 3 June 2026.


Members of the press and public are welcome to attend
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