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The Parish Council Office
Formby Library
Duke Street
FORMBY
L37 4AN
01704 395955
clerk@formby-pc.gov.uk
Tuesday 15 September 2026					 
Notice of Meeting
All members of the Council are hereby summoned to attend the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council, which will be held on Monday 21 September 2026 at 7pm at the Library, Duke Street, Formby.
Claire Jenkins
Claire Jenkins
Clerk to Formby Parish Council
Agenda

1.0 To receive Apologies and approve apologies for absence for any Cllr who has submitted a valid reason. 
2.0 To Receive Declarations of Interest
				
3.0 To adjourn the meeting for the Public Forum  

4.0 Previous Minutes
4.1 To consider and approve the Minutes of the Meeting held on 20 July 2026.

5.0 Matters of Report from Previous Meetings – for information only

6.0 Chairman’s Report

7.0 Planning Applications – (available on Sefton Council’s website)

8.0 To Discuss and Resolve the following:
8.1 To approve an increase of £10,000 to the budget for the completion of the Chindit Memorial
8.2 To approve the wording of the plaques for the Chindit Memorial
8.3 To approve the estimate for the plaques for the Chindit Memorial
8.4 To discuss the quotes for the Chinthe and decide which option to approve. 
8.5 To approve a grant of £350 for Conquest Art – Finance minutes refer
8.6 To approve the purchase of promotional material at an estimated cost of £699.60 to gift to the Formby British Legion Branch. 
8.7 To approve a letter to Sefton Council regarding S106 funds generated from the Mayflower development in Formby spent on Buckley Hill the sum of £266,000, being repaid and spent on infrastructure needs in Formby.
8.8 To approve a survey to residents regarding the old school playing field at Park Road, following a request to Sefton Council which asked for this to be retained as an open green space. 
8.9 To receive the External Auditor report for the period 1 April 2025 to 31 March 2026 and to note that there was one matter brought to the attention of the Parish Council:
The smaller authority has confirmed that the response to Section 2, Box 11 is incorrect and should be “yes”
Finance minutes refer. 
8.10 To note the Local Government Services Pay Agreement for 2026-2027.
	
9.0 To approve Payments.  

10.0 To note the following Reports:
· Minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Group Meetings
· Minutes of the Environment Group Meeting
11.0 The date of the next meeting is Monday 19 October 2026. 

FORMBY PARISH COUNCIL
MEETING OF THE ENVIRONMENT GROUP
Wednesday 9 September 2026


Present:		Cllrs: 	Derek Baxter (Chair) 
Colin Appleton
Sandra Baxter 
Maria Bennett
Jill Butler
Karen Cavanagh
Joe Riley

In Attendance:		Claire Jenkins 

1.0 Apologies for Absence
There were apologies received from Cllrs D Irving, Y Irving, M Weild and P Wiencke

2.0 Declarations of Interest
There were no declarations of interest.

3.0 Minutes of the Previous Meeting and Matters Arising
3.1 The minutes of the meeting held 8 July were approved.
3.2 Matters Arising
There were no matters arising.

4.0 Environment Projects
4.1 Duke Street Park
Cllr Cavanagh updated the group on the following items: the play equipment is being installed at the park, the murals have been completed on the changing room walls, the footpath is completed. There are some repairs to be made on the fences, and the mound has been removed. Two information boards are being installed in the park, one on the history of the park with details of the Sykes family who donated the land for the park and the other detailing the nature that can be found in the park. New benches will also be installed in the park. The Friends of Duke Street Park are asking for volunteers to help plant bulbs around the park, it was agreed that the Parish Council will order the bulbs required. Cllr Cavanagh expressed her thanks to Formby Parish Council for their involvement with the park.
4.2 Stocks and Cross at St Luke’s Church
Members discussed the 3 quotes received. The Clerk will send out copies of the quotes to members to decide which one will be sent to St Luke’s Parochial Church Council for approval.
4.3 Chindit Memorial
The total cost of the base and Indian stone paving is £15,600. Members discussed the problems that have arisen and agreed to recommend to the next council meeting to increase the earmarked budget to ensure the memorial is completed.
4.4 Jimmy Lowe Statue
No further updates. 
4.5 Station footpath report
Cllr Cavanagh is meeting with Merseyrail to view the new planters that have arrived at the station and agree places for them to be installed, the old planters will be removed. Cllr Cavanagh has asked Network Rail to clear the banks along the station, and the volunteer gardening group will plant new plants there.  Cllr Cavanagh is still awaiting the survey on the lampposts to see if they can accommodate advertising banners which will cost £70 per flag and additional costs to change them. They can be used to advertise local businesses or events and direct people to the village. Cllr Cavanagh asked if the Parish Council could support this project and install some winter lighting in the trees there. 
4.6 Skateboard ramp and scramble path/uneven path for small bikes
Cllr Cavanagh will contact the Police to see if they have any funding sources. Members agreed to investigate this potential project further. 
4.7 Blue plaque suggestions for stations and Dr Sykes House
Members agree that there should be a plaque for Dr Sykes.
4.8 Resident request – Park Bench at Bills Lane
Members agreed that this could be a project for Little Altcar Parish Council.
4.9 Resident request – To improve the dog section at Alt Road Park
The gate onto the bypass is being replaced by Sefton Council, there was a danger of dogs running into the bypass. The resident asked if signs could be installed asking people to pick up after their dog, fences to be replaced and a new bench to be installed as the old bench is in poor condition. The Clerk notified the resident that the works in the area need to be finished before the Parish Council can do anything
4.10 Resident request – To replace “no ball games” signs on Crowland Way/Alt Road open space
The Clerk responded to the resident to say that we cannot enforce the “no ball games”, it is only advisory in law. If there is any antisocial behaviour, this should be reported to the Police. Members were not in favour of spending money on new “no ball games” signs. 

5.0 Village Environment
5.1 Church Road pedestrian crossing halo lamp replacement.
Deferred to the next meeting.
5.2 Formby’s grass cutting contract
It was noted that there are 7 cuts a year.
5.3 Dead trees on Kirklake Road
Deferred to the next meeting.
5.4 Damaged bollards on pedestrian entrance to Waitrose
The railings are in a bad condition; the Clerk will enquire with Sefton Council to assess the railings and see if they can be replaced/fixed.

6.0 Environment Budget
Expenditure to date 
Environment maintenance budget £3,319.19. 
Trees budget £10,795.

7.0 Rights of Way
7.1 Footpath St Anne’s Close to Brewery Lane
There are a lot of tree cuttings left on the footpath. Cllr Bennett believes that the developer is responsible to clear this. The Clerk will contact Sefton Rights of Way Officer to see what can be done.

8.0 Any Other Business
8.1 Post Office
The ivy has been cleared from the building, a mosaic commemorating 250th Anniversary of Formby Lifeboat Station will be installed there and unveiled in October.
8.2 Concerns were raised about commercial vehicles parking on Southport New Road near the bollards at Deansgate Lane. 

9.0 Date of Next Meeting
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 7 October 2026.

FORMBY PARISH COUNCIL
FINANCE AND GENERAL-PURPOSE GROUP MEETING
Wednesday 9 September 2026


Present:		Cllrs: 	Maria Bennett (Chair for this meeting)
Colin Appleton
Derek Baxter
Sandra Baxter
Jill Butler
Dave Irving
Joe Riley

In Attendance:		Claire Jenkins (Clerk)

1.0 Apologies for Absence
There were apologies received from Cllrs D Brodie, M Weild and P Wiencke.

2.0 Declarations of Interest
Cllr Bennett declared an interest in item 8.1 West Lane

3.0 Minutes of the Previous Meeting 
3.1 The minutes of the meeting held on 8 July 2026 were approved.

4.0 Financial Matters
4.1 Budget Monitoring and risk assessment
The admin budget has gone slightly over due to the purchase of a new laptop. Everything else is on track.
4.2 Financial Controls
There are a number of outstanding invoices that will be added to the payments list for the next Council meeting. It was agreed to pay the outstanding invoice for the Chindit Memorial before the meeting. 
4.3 LGA pay settlement
The Local Government pay settlement has come in and works out at 3.3% increase. Members agreed to implement this increase. The backpay will be added to October payments.
4.4 Audit
The external audit has been completed and returned correct, except for one item that has been wrongly input. The question regarding Trust funds has been identified as being incorrect. We do not have trust funds and in previous years there was a N/A option but that was removed this year. We put a “no” response and have been informed that we should have put “yes”. This needs to be amended and initialled by the Clerk and Chairman before it can be uploaded to the website. The question has been identified as being misleading and will be changed for the 2027 audit to include N/A again.  

5.0 Community Fund
5.1 Conquest Art
Conquest Art are a community interest group who have requested £350 to take a group of disabled adults to a local garden centre for afternoon tea and to take photographs of plants and flowers which will be used for future art projects. The group is for disabled adults in the Formby area who are isolated. Conquest Art enriches lives through art and providing friendship, support and community engagement. Members agreed to put this forward to Formby Parish Council for approval.
5.2 Royal British Legion
A request for £3,186 funding for VJ Day commemorations at the Pinewood Pub where Major Roy Bevan was presented with the Lord Lieutenant of Merseyside Award. Funding will also be used to purchase up to date promotional material and the shortfall for the new gazebo funded by Formby Ward Cllrs, Hightown Cllrs and the Veterans Champion which has already been ordered. Our rules state that funding cannot be used for retrospective items. Members have asked if the promotional material has already been ordered? Members agreed to recommend purchasing the promotional material on behalf of the British Legion for £699.60. This will be recommended to the next Council meeting for approval.

6.0 Environment Meeting
Members noted the proposed projects under discussion which would have a financial impact including:
· Stocks and Cross at St Luke’s Church


7.0 Projects and Planned Expenditure
7.1 Newsletter
The newsletter has been delayed and will now be sent out for November. 
7.2 Chindit Memorial
Members agreed to recommend to increase the earmarked budget by £10,000. 
7.3 Duke Street Park Play equipment
The play equipment is being installed and the invoice should be received shortly.
7.4 Christmas Lights
Quotes have been received for the Christmas Lights Switch On event. The road traffic management by Dow High will be £960, Chorleys Angels £200, Matrix Security £910 (an increase of £20) stage hire XS Events £3,100 (an increase of £150). As per the Financial Standing Instructions, the Clerk has requested alternative quotes for the stage hire as it is over £3,000 but has not received any. Members agreed to accept the quote of £3,100 by XS Events. Members agreed to order 26-28ft Christmas tree for £1400 plus vat plus £180 for removal. 
7.5 Christmas Hampers
Members agreed to look for a location to pack the hampers and will ask the Methodist Church.

8.0 Planning/Legal Issues. 
8.1 West Lane piling 
The development has stopped the driven piling after protests from local residents. Redrow need to produce a report to Sefton Council before piling can restart. The residents have written to the Ombudsman regarding Sefton Council not responding to their Stage 2 complaint. Residents have put online a petition to ban driven piling anywhere in Sefton where there are existing properties, they need 500 signatures to be able to speak out in a Sefton Council meeting.  
8.2 Section 106 developer contributions
A freedom of information request has been submitted to Sefton Council requesting the Section 106 money that has come to Formby from developer construction in Formby and where it is being spent. £266,000 that has come from the Mayflower Estate has been given to Buckley Hill development in Netherton. Members are concerned that Section 106 money that is generated from Formby should be spent in Formby on infrastructure, not elsewhere. Members asked for explanations from Sefton Council as to why the money is not being spent here.

9.0 Any Other Business.
9.1 Electrical point on roundabout at Chapel Lane
Sefton Street Lighting officers are chasing the contractor for an update. The Clerk will ask again and will ask if anyone else can fix the fault.

10.0 Date of Next Meeting
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 7 October 2026.




Members of the press and public are welcome to attend
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