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The Parish Council Office
Formby Library
Duke Street
FORMBY
L37 4AN
01704 395955
clerk@formby-pc.gov.uk
Tuesday 10 November 2026					 
Notice of Meeting
All members of the Council are hereby summoned to attend the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council, which will be held on Monday 16 November 2026 at 7pm at the Library, Duke Street, Formby.
Claire Jenkins
Claire Jenkins
Clerk to Formby Parish Council
Agenda

1.0 To receive Apologies and approve apologies for absence for any Cllr who has submitted a valid reason. 
2.0 To Receive Declarations of Interest
				
3.0 To adjourn the meeting for the Public Forum  

4.0 Previous Minutes
4.1 To consider and approve the Minutes of the Meeting held on 19 October 2026.

5.0 Matters of Report from Previous Meetings – for information only

6.0 Chairman’s Report

7.0 Planning Applications – (available on Sefton Council’s website)

8.0 To Discuss and Resolve the following:
8.1 To discuss and approve a grant to the Heritage Centre – Finance minutes refer
8.2 To discuss and approve the purchase of a replacement halo unit for the pedestrian crossing near the fire station at an estimated cost of £3,239.
8.3 To note the expenditure for the servicing of the two flagpoles and purchase of two new union flags. 
8.4 To note the purchase of a fan heater.
8.5 To note the purchase of the 14th edition of Arnold Baker on Local Council Administration. 
	
9.0 To approve Payments.  

10.0 To note the following Reports:
· Minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Group Meetings
· Minutes of the Environment Group Meeting
11.0 The date of the next meeting is Monday 18 January 2027. 







FORMBY PARISH COUNCIL
MEETING OF THE ENVIRONMENT GROUP
Wednesday 4 November 2026


Present:		Cllrs: 	Derek Baxter (Chair) 
Colin Appleton 
Sandra Baxter 
Karen Cavanagh
Mike Weild
Paul Weincke

In Attendance:		Claire Jenkins 

1.0 Apologies for Absence
There were apologies received from Cllr M Bennett, D Irving, Y Irving and L Kolassa

2.0 Declarations of Interest
There were no declarations of interest.

3.0 Minutes of the Previous Meeting and Matters Arising
3.1 The minutes of the meeting held 7 October were approved.
3.2 Matters Arising
There were no matters arising.

4.0 Environment Projects
4.1 Stocks and Cross at St Luke’s Church
The Clerk has sent the approved quote to the Reverend at St Luke’s Church for approval from the archdiocese.
4.2 Chindit Memorial
The memorial is progressing well.
4.3 Jimmy Lowe Statue
Cllr Cavanagh has left a message with Simon Archer to ask him if the head is salvageable and what we can do with it.
Members discussed the Viking Statue at Formby Pool that has rotted and the head has broken off; they expressed concern that this could also be the case with the Jimmy Lowe statue. Members suggested that we could commission a new Viking Statue to replace the rotten one.
4.4 Blue Plaque for Dr Sykes
Cllr Cavanagh has contact John Phillips at the Civic Society who have agreed to create some suitable wording for the plaque for the Parish Council approval.
4.5 Station footpath report
Cllr Cavanagh has spoken with Network Rail about the plans for signage and lighting on the footpath. They are happy to get involved and tidy the area; Cllr Cavanagh is waiting for written approval. Cllr Cavanagh will also check if Hillary Court own half of the land.
4.6 Skateboard ramp and scramble path/uneven path for small bikes
Cllr Cavanagh received a reply from Mark Shaw in Sefton Council. They had commissioned a report from 2004 which said that Duke Street Park was a good location. Members of the Council would like the skateboard park to be in a different location such as Smithy Green or Deansgate Lane. Green Sefton have said that if the Parish Council did want to install a skateboard ramp, they would be responsible for the maintenance. Cllr Cavanagh will do some further investigations and look visit the skateboard park in Haskayne. Cllr Appleton suggested looking at a skateboard park at Avenham park in Preston.
4.7 Blue plaque suggestions for stations 
Cllr Cavanagh suggested increasing the number of plaques in the area to 4 plaques and will further investigate if Norman Gibbons’ house is still standing. The Civic Society has agreed to suggest the wording for each plaque. Cllr Cavanagh showed members an award that they have won for the floral displays at Freshfield and Formby Stations. The artwork has been approved for the station and funding has been agreed by Merseyrail for further improvements.
4.8 Resident request – To improve the dog section at Alt Road Park
Cllr Weild has spoken with Green Sefton regarding the benches in the park and they will look to replace them. Members agreed to revisit this next year after Green Sefton have finished their upgrades.

5.0 Village Environment
5.1 Church Road pedestrian crossing halo lamp replacement.
The Clerk has received an estimated cost for the halo lamp of £3,239. Half of the unit has failed and the whole unit will need to be replaced. Members recommend that this item be agreed at the next council meeting.
5.2 Dead trees on Kirklake Road either side of Edenhurst Drive
No further updates. 
5.3 Storm damage to Jubilee Park
The Clerk reported that some of the trees have been damaged in the latest storms. Some of the tree ties are broken, and some trees are leaning over. James Comish is resecuring the trees.

6.0 Environment Budget
Expenditure to date 
Environment maintenance budget £16,164.00. 
Trees budget £10,795.

7.0 Rights of Way
7.1 Footpath number 6
The Rights of Way Officer has asked the Highways Maintenance team to cut back the vegetation. Cllrs are concerned that the path is not wide enough with the overgrowth of the vegetation and hawthorn hedge and will request the width from the Rights of Way Officer.

8.0 Any Other Business
8.1 Duke Street Accidents.
There have been 2 pedestrians hit by vehicles in the last month on Duke Street. Cllr Cavanagh has asked if there could be more pedestrian crossings added?
8.2 Number 6 School Lane
The old schoolhouse is up for sale. Could this be a location for the Heritage Centre? It is on the market for £210,000. It is currently being used as a bar which has a lease until 2031 and would bring in a revenue of £16,800 a year. Members like the idea of preserving the heritage of the building for the future. It was agreed to discuss this further with the Finance team.
8.3 Flags in Memorial Gardens
The flags are catching on the trees; the branches need cutting back.
8.4 Brackenway development.
Water from the West Lane site is being pumped into the local drainage, which is then filling up the gullies at Brackenway, one of the residents will be reporting this to United Utilities. Residents have reported that the raised land at Brackenway looks higher than approved. Cllr D Baxter has said that developers had wanted to surcharge the ground and squash it down, in order to do this, they must put the land up higher while it pushes the land down and then remove the soil on the top. Members are concerned about the floodwater in the area and will make enquiries with the Environment Agency.

9.0 Date of Next Meeting
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 6 January 2027.




FORMBY PARISH COUNCIL
FINANCE AND GENERAL-PURPOSE GROUP MEETING
Wednesday 4 November 2026


Present:		Cllrs: 	 Maria Bennett (Chair)
Derek Baxter
Sandra Baxter
Mike Weild
Paul Wiencke

In Attendance:		Claire Jenkins (Clerk)

1.0 Apologies for Absence
1.1 There were apologies received from Cllrs C Appleton, D Brodie, J Butler, D Irving, L Kolassa and J Riley

2.0 Declarations of Interest
2.1 There were no declarations of interest. 

3.0 Minutes of the Previous Meeting 
3.1 The minutes of the meeting held on 7 October 2026 were approved.

4.0 Financial Matters
4.1 Budget Monitoring and risk assessment
The Clerk sent out the budget report. The project budget appears to be overspent but isn’t as the projects that we had earmarked funds for are in the process of being completed, including £32,000 play equipment at Duke Street Park, £30,000 for Chindit Memorial etc. All other budgets are fine.
4.2 Financial Controls
A part payment of £6,600 for the bronze Chindit sculpture for the Chindit Memorial has been made. A payment will be made to Scancast for the 3D model. 40 tubs of quality streets have been purchased for the Christmas hampers for £158. £45 from Bloom Room flowers. Christmas Lights Switch on posters have been purchased and distributed.

5.0 Community Fund
5.1 Heritage Centre
The Heritage Centre have asked for £10,000. This is split between rent (£6,500), insurance (£5,75), energy (£2,700) and contingency (£225). They have applied for funding from Formby Ward Cllrs, Transition Fund and grant funding from the Lottery Heritage fund. They will be selling a 2027 calendar and a donation bucket. Members asked if the Heritage Centre have started charging for the use of the facility and how often the space is used? Members also asked to see accurate accounts as the accounts they have sent do not show the funding they have received from Formby Parish Council in the 2025. Members agreed to fund the rent for the centre.

6.0 Environment Meeting
Members noted the proposed projects under discussion which would have a financial impact including:
· Stocks and Cross at St Luke’s Church – the agreed quote has been sent to the Reverend at St Luke’s Church.
· Church Road pedestrian crossing halo lamp replacement – the contractor has inspected the halo and half of the unit has failed and needs to be replaced at a cost of £3,239.

7.0 Projects and Planned Expenditure
7.1 Newsletter
Microsoft have discontinued Publisher. Cllr D Baxter is looking into an alternative software package to produce the newsletter.  
7.2 Chindit Memorial
No further updates
7.3 Christmas Lights
The events licence has been approved, Dowhigh will be coning off the parking bays at the shops at Brows Lane. 
7.4 Christmas Hampers
The Clerk will check that the Church has been booked.

8.0 Planning/Legal Issues. 
8.1 West Lane Development
Awaiting updates from Sefton Council and the Ombudsman. 
8.2 Section 106 developer contributions
No further updates, the Clerk will chase Sefton Council for a response.

9.0 Any Other Business.
9.1 Resident’s concern regarding asylum accommodation
The resident is concerned that there may be HMOs in our area which can be occupied by asylum seekers. There are no hotels in the area that can be commandeered. Members will keep an eye on the planning applications from Sefton Council. 
9.2 Purchase of 2 new Union flags and flagpole maintenance check
Members agreed to have both flagpoles serviced and the purchase of 2 new Union Flags
9.3 Arnold Baker Local Council Administration Book
Members agreed to purchase the 14th edition of the book.
9.4 Remembrance Service
Formby Parish Council will be hosting a service at the Memorial Gardens at 10.45am on Sunday 8th November
9.5 Fan heater for the office
Members agreed to purchase a fan heater for the office when the heating is off in the library.

10.0 Date of Next Meeting
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 6 January 2027 at 5.30pm.

Members of the press and public are welcome to attend
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